|. lC—7?z_ 


PACIFIC SCHOOL =; 


ET Oo 


SE 


JANUARY 1955 


Vol. 100, No. | 
ist RECON 
9-0 CLE T-Y 


CENTENNIAL ISSUE 


he 
oo | 
<< 
oe 
N 
> 


H WALKER 
CRAMENTO ST 


President Burke Greets The Queen Mother ane. 


_ JYOLUME 100 - NUMBER 1 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 


‘4 QUARTERLY EXTRACTS. No.1 


Al 


‘ount of the ¢ 


Ath. 


therein. 


Ww this issue the Bible Society Record celebrates the 
opening of the centennial year of its current series as 
Volume 100, Number 1. Under other titles the periodical 
has appeared continuously since 1818, making it the oldest 
regularly published house organ in the nation. 

Two years after the founding of the American Bible 
Society in 1816 appeared ‘‘Quarterly Extracts, No. I’; 
and three years later the name was changed to ‘Monthly 
Extracts.” Through the years the title changed to “Ex- 
tracts from the Correspondence of the American Bible 
Society,” and later to “Bible Society Record of Corres- 
pondence, Receipts, Etc. of the American Bible Society.” 
In November 1843 the name ‘‘Bible Society Record”? was 
adopted and retained, but no continuing serial number 
was used until January 1856. 

All through the 137 years from August 1818 the purpose 
of the periodical has remained unchanged, although the 
manner of expressing the purpose has varied. In 1818 it 
was stated in these words: 

“The managers of this Society are persuaded that a 
more copious diffusion of intelligence relating to the prog- 
ress of the Bible cause, derived from foreign as well as 
domestic sources, would tend to awaken and interest the 
public feeling in its favor and stimulate to more active 
exertions in promoting it.” 

Today as a subtitle appears the brief phrase, “A journal 
dedicated to the wider distribution and use of the Holy 
Scriptures.” 

As -printing techniques changed and the need of the 
editors for more space grew, the Record altered its size and 
format. At first a small pamphlet, it later became for a 
while a sheet the size of what today is called a tabloid 
newspaper. With the inauguration of the present series in 
January 1856 it returned to the smaller size, but adopted 
in 1937 the somewhat larger page it now uses. 
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Act of February 28, 1925, embodied in paragraph 4, Section 538, P. L 


tracts from the Reports and Correspood 


ch parts of the publications of the British and : 
and other Bible Societies, as it may be deemed useful to insert 


ust by the Ameri Bi i 
second-class matter at the post-office at New York under the Act of Nearck 3, 1879, Acces ay Guus hs ASEENG, 


- and R., authorized November 27, 1943. 


Despite these physical changes much of the news abo 
the Bible remains the same. When a new series started 
1826, the editors noted “the alarming destitution 
Scriptures which yet prevails in our own country ani 
throughout this continent.’ Later in the same issue it was 
pointed out that Scripture production was not keeping up 
with advances in the nation’s population. It is noteworthy 
that in the 138th Annual Report of the Society, issue 
last spring, it was remarked that Bible production is no 
keeping pace with the growth in world population. 

No circulation statistics are available for the earliep 
days, but it is safe to say that until about twenty years age 
it seldom exceeded 35,000. The average circulation fon 
1953 was over 325,000, and the printer’s order for t 
special issue is 400,000. 

There are advantages in publishing a journal with few 
pages, devoted to one subject and carrying no advertizing, 
Hardly a week passes but some subscriber writes saying} 
that as soon as his copy comes, he sits right down and 
reads it through. While there is a whole world to cover, 
and much additional material could be used in every iss 
if it were possible to increase the number of pages, t 
Bible Society Record enters its centennial year with the high 
resolve that by careful editing it will endeavor to bring te 
its growing list of readers the most important items from 
the Society’s work of aiding translaters of the Bible, 
publishing the Bible, distributing it and encouraging its use. 

The Record in its present form will continue to be sent 
annually (monthly except June and August) to every con- 
tributor of one dollar or more to the Society’s work. With 
the present encouraging growth in the membership of the 
Churches in our country and heightened interest in the 
Bible, the subscription list should certainly double in the 
next two years. One way to achieve this i 


: s to tell your 
friends about the Record. Have you tried it? 
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2 New York 22, N. Y, | 
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Reporting A Century’s Progress 


BY FREDERIC G. MELCHER 


EDITOR, Publishers Weekly 


Bhs BrBLE SociETY RECoRD is the business history 

of a great publishing enterprise. It is a house 
organ that has reached, in vigorous health, the 
centenary of its birth. We know of no other house 
organ that has approached such longevity. 

A house organ is the inside story of an enterprise 
written regularly for the insiders, for those who have 
been connected with or contributed to the work 
being done. In the case of the Record, this means a 
list of readers increasing steadily across to every part 
Mr. Melcher of this country and to every other country of the 


world. 

The history of the American Bible Society is before you in this long series 
of annual records; but even more than that, what you see in this amazing 
hundred-year record is a picture of the kind of effort and kind of dynamic 
power that is inspired over decade after decade by the sound and funda- 
mental purposes of the Society which this Record represents. 

For many of the issues of the Record there was printed on the cover the 
familiar quotation, ‘‘And the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations.” Through every volume the acceptance of the theme 1s reflected, 
in the spirit of the committee records and in the far-scattered reports from 
dedicated representatives. 

There is something exciting about the word “publish.” It means “to pro- 
claim,” “‘to carry to the public.” And the enterprise of the American Bible 
Society, which is one of the great publishing programs of the world, has a 
thrill for anyone who acknowledges the power of print. 

And so today, this printed Record of this great program has reached a 
centenary. We call such regular reports a house organ. If an organ, then it 
: is a vital organ, for it throbs at the very center of a great organism with a 


powerful mission. 
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A Hundred Years of Foreign News 


A brief sketch of how The Record has reported the ever-widening operations of the Society's work abroad | 
BY ERIC) M, NORE 


EW functions of this century-old journal have been 
EF so valuable through the decades as the reporting 
and interpreting of the Society’s work abroad to the 
thousands, now hundreds of thousands, of Bible 
lovers who have supported that work and prayed for 
its success. Conditions in the homeland they knew 
for themselves, but only as the news was brought from 
afar by the letters of missionaries and Bible Society 
agents could they follow the progress of the Bible 
across the world. 

Volume I, Number 1 began the spinning of this 
golden cord with an article on the Bible in Iceland; a 
letter from-the Rev. CG: N. Righter. of the Levant 
Agency concerning his exploratory trip to Greece in 
the interests of the Bible Society; some comments by 
Dr. S. Wells Williams, later president of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, about early Japanese translations; 
and a letter of thanks for some New Testaments sent 
io. Hay.” 

Thus at the beginning are aspects of the foreign 
work a hundred years ago, which was primarily the 
supply of Scriptures to scattered missionaries or to 
Christian merchants abroad or to far-ranging sea 
captains. The interest was deep, but the expansion 
of the homeland, and soon the crisis of the Civil War, 
were demanding. The processes of work abroad were 
slowly being tried out. One permanent Agency—that 
in the Levant—was effectively operating, but though 
the Record in its first ten years reports the appoint- 
ment of Agents on the Mexican border, to Central 
America, Venezuela, Brazil, Spanish South America 
and the Near East, it also has to note the ending of 
their work by change of plans, hostility and, in 
several cases, by early death due to the rigors of 


The Bangkok Bible House. Rented from 1932 to 1939 
and purchased in 1939 
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travel, epidemics and even murder. 7 

The beginning of a more permanent program i 
Latin America appears in the September 1864 isst 
of the Record, announcing the appointment of Re 
Andrew Milne as Agent for the La Plata region. H 
forty years of service and those of Rev. Francisco @ 
Penzotti, his helper and great successor, furnishe 
the readers of the Record with many fascinating ag 
counts of adventures with the Bible and triumphs«4 
the Gospel in South America. Indeed, some of th 
most exciting articles recount the classic struggle ft 
free Mr. Penzotti from a Peruvian jail and wi 
religious liberty in that land. 

As one peruses the files in the years after the Civ 
War, one becomes aware of the increasing frequent 
of news about the Bible in the Far East and increasini 
intensity of interest. As early as 1860 there is an aa 
count of the visit to the Bible House of Japan’s 
delegation to go abroad. There are quotations fra 
missionary correspondents and translators in Ching 
Japan and India, reports of Scriptures—English an 
Dutch—shipped (to Japan as early as 1861!), note 
of funds sent to assist in printing, in translation 
eventually in the employment of colporteurs. 4% 
climax comes in the Record of 1876, setting forth th 
establishment of three new foreign agencies, Japat 
China and Brazil. Others in other countries soo 
followed. 

As the Record approaches the end of its first hak 
century, many and varied are the lands and condi 
tions described in its pages. A sampling would shox 


items such as these: ‘SA Bible Tour on the Bangha 
kong River in Siam,” by the American’ Bibl 
Society’s Agent, John Carrington; ‘“‘Among Kooré 


The Bible House in Cristébal. 
The gift of the Maryland Bible Society in 1916 
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Armenians”; ‘‘Translation of Chinese Scrip- 
es,” by Bishop Schereschewsky; “A Bible Shop 
‘Amara, Arabia’; ““The Gospel in the Sheetswa 
; Hiram Bingham’s completion of the 
jbertese Bible, entitled “A Great Work Achieved’’; 
d “A Bible in a Japanese Prison”’ as well as regular 
ports from Agents and colporteurs throughout the 
ient, Middle East and Latin America. 
in 1898 the conclusion of the Spanish-American 
ar is reflected in the establishment of Agencies in 
erto Rico and the Philippines. The Boxer Rebel- 
2 in China in 1900 brought a series of articles 
sed on the vivid letters of Dr. Hykes, the Agent. 


Francisco G. Penzotti, pioneer agent for the Society in 
Latin America, whose imprisonment in 1890 contributed 
largely to the establishment of religious liberty 
in several countries 


n all these messages from lands where the Bible 
s little or poorly known, the Bible-loving readers 
uld find the pulse of their spirits quickened as new 
umphs of the Gospel wrought by the Scriptures in 
life of an individual or a community, or the heroic 
ugeles of the colporteurs, or the barriers of bigotry, 
the dangers of travel, became alive before them 
the pages of the Record. 

so it has been in the last half century, with its 
olutionary changes in transportation, its great 
rs, its far-reaching political transformations. 
ynth after month the readers have seen the 
siety adjusting itself to the changes, have read of 
- extensive collaboration with the British and 
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Foreign Society, the founding of new national So- 
cieties and of the United Bible Societies. And still in 
it all, their hearts leap as they see not simply changes 
in organization and operation but large achieve- 


Bishop Samuel I. F. Schereschewsky, who though so 

paralyzed that he had but two fingers to work with, 

translated the Bible into Chinese, this being only one of 

the major translation projects by which he sought to 
bring the Gospel to the Chinese 


ments full of spiritual promise—millions of Gospels, 
Testaments and Bibles flowing into the hands of 
prisoners of war, of people behind Iron and other 
Curtains, of the underprivileged and forgotten, of 
masses in the cities and of hidden tribes in jungles or 
on lonely islands. The Record, now as through its 
century, carries and will continue to carry some of 
the most thrilling news in the world for any Christian 


reader. 


The recently established Bible Depot in ‘‘the oldest city in 
the world’ — Damascus 


GETTING THE WORD TO TH 


“Publication, with all its mechanical, chemical, physical and financial problems 1s, as it were, a bridge az 
which the good news of the Gospel must pass in order to reach the hearts and lives 
of millions of readers all over the world” 


1rHouT much perspiration on the part of the Publi- 
W cation Committee of the American Bible Society, the 
glorious inspiration of the Holy Scriptures in Hebrew and 
Greek cannot be transferred to printed pages in the lan- 
guages and versions of today. Publication, with all its 
mechanical, chemical, physical and financial problems is, 


From a newspaper woodcut of 1853 showing the Astor 
Place Bible House as it appeared when it was new. It 


was one of the show places of the city and the home of the 
Bible Society Record for eighty-three_years 


as it were, a bridge over which the good news of the Gos- 
pel must pass in order to reach the hearts and lives of 
millions of readers all over the world. Looked at from this 
point of view, there is great need for intelligent planning 
and for continuous initiative in order to make the bridge 
adequate to the ‘precious burden that it must carry. 
Though there may not seem to be as much glamor in type- 
setting, proofreading, printing and binding as there is in 
translating from the original Greek and Hebrew or in do- 
nating completed copies of the Word of God to needy 
people, all of these processes can be turned into humble 
servants of Christ and so made to share in the advance 
work of His Kingdom. 

_ The study of the publication processes of the American 
Bible Society may be divided roughly into three base 
periods: (1) from 1816 to 1852, (2) from 1852 to 1923 and 
(3) from 1923 to 1954. In each of these base periods we 
can see the growth and enlargement of the physical founda- 
tions on which the bridge was erected, and over which 
the Society has in its one hundred and thirty-eight years 
of divine inspiration increased its output of Scriptures 
from a mere trestle to a mighty structure capable in 1953 
of conveying and delivering to all parts of the world 
13,697,490 Bibles, Testaments and Portions in one hun- 
dred and ninety-seven languages and dialects. 

The start was made with hand presses and folding ma- 
chines operated by muscular power; then with steam en- 
gines and noisy shafting, which was later replaced by 
leather belting; and it ended with electric current and 
motors. Perhaps atomic energy will be the next. As yet no 
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substitute has been found for Bible paper. In the begi 
ning the Society bought sheepskins in lots of a hundr 
dozen at about $4.25 per dozen for superior quality, f 
most Bibles were bound in sheepskin. In the second pha 
most Bibles were bound in cloth, and in the third pha 
many Bibles are now being bound in imitation leath 
although cloth still predominates for the missionary ec 
tions, and Gospel portions are bound almost entirely wi 
paper. In 1818 Mr. Charles Starr, the binder, agreed 
bind Octavo Bibles in sheepskin at 37'%c per copy, a1 
the Brevier 12mo Bible in plain sheep at 22c per cop 
One of the early printing presses used by the Society 
now on exhibit in the Graphic Arts Collection of Columk 
University. It is a Hoe Washington Hand Press that ¢: 
print a sheet of only 15 x 24 inches, as compared with 
sheet 45 x 65 inches used in modern perfecting and offs 
presses. Today, of course, such a small hand press is or 
used for taking page press-proofs. Editions of Scriptur 
even from the beginning were so large that printing fre 
type was soon superseded by stereotype plates that gail 
as many as 250,000 impressions, and about 1854 by ele 
trotype plates that gave over 1,000,000 impressions. T 
day, papier-maché molds have been largely replaced 
vinylite and plastic molds; and nickel, aluminum, chron 
um and other metals, and even rubber and plastics, 4 
being used to an increasing extent. | 
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228,000 volumes annually 


1816-1852 
ON BriIDGE FOUNDATION OF THREE Bur_pinG Lots 
near City Hall, New York—9,038,692 Scriptures 


When the Society began publishing Scriptures, John | 
Caldwell kept the Depository at his office in an upy 
room at the corner of Nassau and Cedar Streets. La} 
Mr. Fanshaw, who contracted for the Society’s printii 
and attended to shipping the books, removed the I 
pository to a building on Cliff Street. The Depository w 
then a tiny room 9 x 12 feet, but this was soon outgrow 
In February 1818 the Society rented a four-story buildil 
in Slote Lane for an annual rent of $450 and subleased t 
second floor to Charles Starr, who became the Societt 
bookbinder for over thirty years; and the third and fou 
floors and garret to Daniel Fanshaw for storing paper 
for printing the Scriptures; while John E. Caldwell, 
Society’s agent, occupied the ground floor. In 1823 
first Bible House at 115 Nassau Street was built and 
cupied by the Society. It contained a Depository capa 
of holding 100,000 Bibles, but even this building, wh 
picture was published in the New York Mirror of Septem 
4, 1830, soon was not large enough, and two adjoini 
buildings were needed to cover the expansion of work 
English and other languages while our country was growl 
up. 
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7,244,000 volumes annually 


be glorified. 


: 1852-1923 
Brivce FOUNDATION OF THREE-QUARTERS OF AN ACRE 
at Astor Place, New York—88,332,676 Scriptures 


n 1852 the constant pressure of expanding needs in- 
ed the Board of Managers to move from the first Bible 
ase in Nassau Street near the City Hall to a new Bible 
se covering a whole block three quarters of an acre 
ize on Astor Place, bounded by Stuyvesant Square, 
hth and Ninth Streets. This property had been in the 
ily of Peter Stuyvesant since about 1660 and it was 
- of his original Bouwerie or farm. It could almost be 
to be in the country, north of the city proper. This 
at venture of faith gave the Society a plot with magnifi- 

light and avoided the fire hazard of neighboring 
perties, such as the theater west of the Nassau Street 
perty, whose burning by fire had imperiled the Nassau 
et property. The whole building was nobly planned 
adequately conceived. The paper was to be seasoned 
he attic or sixth floor before going to the pressroom on 
fifth floor, and so on down through the lower floors 
e bindery to the Depository on the first and ground 
r, where the books were shipped out. The building 
ained about 118,000 square feet of usable space, and 
vious, educational and charitable organizations were 
puraged to rent space, it being understood that if the 
ety’s needs for printing and binding expanded very 
itly, this rented space would be surrendered for manu- 
ring. Steam power was used through gears and shaft- 
to run the thirteen Adams presses and the folding and 
ding machinery, but later, belting was found to be 
ster and more efficient. Many years later electricity 
planted steam as the motive power. 

en the War Between the States came the Society 
a plant that was able to increase its issues of Testa- 
ats to over one million a year in the three years 1862 
864, and these as well as Bibles and other Scriptures 


were continually being remodeled and enlarged 
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ew at Ann and Nassau Streets, New York City, in 1830. The Bible House is the 
nd building from the right and was occupied from 1829 to 1853. From 1816 to 
) the Society’s quarters, across Nassau Street from the buildings prctured here, 


Pray for us, that the Word of God may have free passage and 


II THESSALONIANS 3:1 (Coverdale translation, 1535) 


were supplied to auxiliary Bible Societies and chaplains 
on both sides of the battle line. There was also a remark- 
able growth in the publication of separate Gospels and 
Portions, which by 1912 totaled over one million a year, 
while in the First World War in 1918 New Testament 
issues from the Bible House totaled 2,299,536. Many of 
these, however, had to be printed by outside firms, and 
it was becoming evident that the Bible House built in1852 
of red brick, brown stone and wood, although there was 
floor space enough, was not suitable for the use of larger 
perfecting and offset presses, which were proving to be so 
efficient. No building in the United States, however, has 
such a record of issues of the Holy Scriptures. The Society’s 
total issues from 1816 up to 1852 amounted to 3,146,963 
Bibles, 5,061,567 Testaments, 28,925 Portions, and 1,857 
volumes for the blind—a total of 8,239,312 copies; while 
issues from the Astor Place Bible House from 1852 to 1923 
totaled 21,427,462 Bibles, 39,287,151 Testaments, 27;556,- 
433 Portions, and 62,630 volumes for the blind—a total of 
88,332,676, almost ten times as much. 
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7,000,000 volumes annually 


1923-54 
On BriIDGE FOUNDATION BASED ON MANUFACTURING PLANTS 
in eleven states—217,078,522 Scriptures 


Reluctantly the Publication Committee recommended 
in 1923, and the Board of Managers approved of, discon- 
tinuing printing and binding in the Astor Place Bible 
House. Printing and binding has become more and more 
of a specialized art. For some Bibles offset presses printing 
a large form of 43x64 inches are needed in foreign lan- 
guages where we do not have printing plates. Missionary 
editions of the Bible in English are now printed two or 
three at one impression, and the 64-page Gospels are 
printed five at once, with 320 pages on a single sheet. This 
cuts folding, collating and binding costs. In case of an 
atomic war it is better not to have all of the Scripture 
plates, paper stock and bound books in one location. Be- 
cause the Society discontinued its own 
plant in 1923, it was in a much better 
position to expand its work greatly dur- 
ing the Second World War, when its 
issues of ‘Testaments alone reached 
3,196,542 in 1943, and averaged well 
over 2,000,000 a year from 1942 to 
1947; for by then we were regular cus- 
tomers of many large plants and were 
able to get satisfactory completion of 
our expanded production schedules. At 
the same time issues of Bibles increased 
to over 800,000 per year and Portions 
of the Bible to over 8,000,000, and 
eventually, in 1953, to almost 12,000,000. 
It would never have been possible for 

(Continued on page 22) 
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EXCERPTS FROss 


From THE IssuE oF APRIL 1856 


For many years it was customary to list in each issue the 
donors for the month. The following portion of one of these 
columns of receipts is reproduced because of the last three 
items. Kansas was a needy field in 1856! 


N 

3 Benson, Vt.....- 
Greenville, N. ¥.. - On 
“Sweden, = 10 00 
S —— 1554 


10 
MIE BIBLE TO KANSAS. eB 
Ly Ce 26 65 
3 00 


From THE IssuE or Marcu 1875 
Scriptures in Indian ‘Tongues 


We call the attention of all who are interested in mis- 
sionary work among the Indian tribes of North America, 
to the new issue of Scriptures for the Creeks, Ojibwas and 
Dakotas. 

In the Creek language this Society has just reprinted the 
Gospels of Matthew and John and the Epistles of John. 

The Ojibwa New Testament, first published in 1844, a 
second edition of which appeared in 1856, has been re- 
printed and is now ready for distribution. 

In the Dakota language, portions of the Old Testament, 
embracing Joshua, Judges, and Ruth, have now been 
printed for the first time. 


<> 


From THE Issue or NOVEMBER 1859 


future with the newly discovered manuscript, if 


Herr Tischendorf be not mistaken, In 346 beauti- 
fully fine parchment leaves, of such size that only 
two can have been got out of one skin, it contains 
the greatest part of the Prophets, the Psalms, the 
Book. of Job, the Book Jesus Sirach, the Proverbs, 
the Song of Solomon, and several of the Apocryphal 
Books of the Old Testament; but then the whole of 
the New Testament is complete. Another valuable 
discovery of Professor Tischendorf’s is described as 
an undoubted and complete manuscript of the Epis- 
tle of Barnabas, and of the Shepherd of Hermas, 
both belonging to the second century of the Christian 
era, and originally standing in the esteem of Seriptu- 
tal epistles. Herr Tischendorf hopes, from the mu- 
nificence of the Russian government, that he will be 
enabled to give immediate publication to these three 
manuscripts. 


From THE IssuE OF JANUARY 1878 


Rotufunk, Sierra Leone, Oct. 5th, 187; 
Our Dear Sir: We, the undersigned, beg to state in thes 
few lines of ours, that we are very much thankful to yo 
in showing to us these two days past the way of the tru 
God, of whom we are trying to know of a little better, frox 
instructions given to us by our husband, which instructior 
he receives from a book given to him by you some tim 
ago. May the Lord assist you to be successful in all you 
doings. 
We are, our dear sir, 
Amnatha, her X mark, 
Bomejack, her X mark, 
Kankak, her X mark, 
Kankoh, her X mark, 
Wives of Alimany Lahie Burdoo, 
Chief of Fouray Dugoo and Maherra Quiah. 
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NEW YORK, APRIL, 1863. 


The American Bible Society and the Southern States. 

We are happy to announce to our readers, that the’ | 
way is now open, through various channels, for a 
very large distribution of the Holy Scriptures in por- 
tions of the seceded States, by the American Bible 
Society and its auxiliaries. Thousands of volumes 
have already been sent to Richmond, and other 
thousands will soon follow. The government gives 
its 'sanction for their transmission through the mili- 
tary lines, and arrangements have been made to se- 
cure immediate care and distribution of the books by . 
good and active friends of the Cause. Private mu- 
nificence is adding to the grants of the Board of 
Managers, and even large sales have been made to 
a Southern clergyman, who came to Baltimore for 
that express purpose. : 

We are sure that this new phase of our great work. 
will commend itself to all who love the Word of God 
and our bleeding country. We have but one prin-, 
ciple of action—to print and circulate the Holy 
Scriptures, without note or comment, for our country 
and the world. 


‘coeninciveineenati penne 


FROM THE IssuE oF NOVEMBER 1885 
Among the Soldiers 


A chaplain in the United States Army, acknowledgi 
the receipt of a small grant of books for the use of enlist 
men at a western fort, says: 

‘I have already distributed more than one-half of the 
and from each man receiving one I have secured a prom 
that he would read in it at least one chapter each d 


I trust therefore that they will prove a means of g 
good.” 
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HE DECADES 


FROM THE [ssuE oF APRIL 1881 


He Made Three Presidents Members 


FROM THE IssuE oF JuLy 1889 


A Bible for the Empress of Japan 


At a recent union prayer-meeting of the Christian 
omen of Tokio and Yokohama, it was resolved by those 
resent to give a copy of the Bible to the Empress on her 
ext birthday, May 26th; and I was requested to have a 
opy of the new Reference Bible prepared especially for 
at purpose. For a time there was reason to fear that the 
lan could not be accomplished, and I was requested in 
dvance to send a copy of the Scriptures to one of the 
mperial officials, in order that he might examine it and 
ecide whether it was a suitable book to be placed in the 
ands of Her Majesty. The decision was favorable, and 
ow there will be much prayer offered that the book may 
ecome not a mere ornament in the imperial household, 
ut a source of light and joy. 

H. Loomis 


From THE IssuE oF JUNE 1890 
Colportage in I]linois 


Rev. E. G. Smith, District Superintendent of Illinois, 
eports that Colporteur Lambdin, who is now canvassing 
3rundy County in behalf of the American Bible Society, 
eports great destitution, especially among the mining pop- 
lation. Of 375 families visited in half of April, 106 were 
vithout Bibles, and 68 were supplied, besides 3 individu- 
Is. Mr. Lambdin writes: “In one day I distributed the 
complete Bible in eight different languages at Coal City. One 
3ohemian miner, to whom I had donated a Bible the day 
reviously, not only paid the full price of the book after- 
vard, but also bought several Testaments for his children. 
kn Italian miner, a Romanist, paid half price for the 
sible, and promised to pay the other half if he should find 
he Protestant Bible a good book. In making a sale in one 
f the beer saloons the purchaser remarked that it was the 
irst time a Bible had ever been in his hands.” 
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From THE IssuE or Marcu 1893 


The Gilbert Islands Old Testament 


On the 4th of February, at 1:30 P.M. in New York, and 
Just as the sun was rising upon Apaiang on the Gilbert Is- 
lands, Micronesia, the venerable Hiram Bingham read the 
proof of the last chapter of his translation of the Old Testa- 
ment into the language of those islands. It only remains 
now to print the New Testament. The translation was 
begun in 1859. In feeble health, and often thought to be 
near to death, Mr. and Mrs. Bingham have carried on the 
heaviest part of this great work. They have not lost a day, 
however, by illness during the proof-reading. The correc- 
tion of these closing pages was witnessed by the family 
with which Mr. and Mrs. Bingham make their temporary 
home here, and as the pen was finally laid aside, a fervent 
pray of thankfulness and praise was lifted up, so full of 
tenderness and pathos as to bring from the little circle 
tears of joy and gratitude to God. 


This is a reproduction of the first picture made from a photograph 
ever to appear on the inside pages of the Bible Society 
Record—the January issue of 1900. Its caption read, ‘In Far 
Cathay.” It is the basic picture of the Bible Societys work— 
that of the man with the Book offering a copy 
to the man without the Book 


From THE Issue or Aucust 1889 


(Continued on page 28) 
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A Queen Comes to the Bible House 


To honor the Book that has through the Centuries bound two Great Nations together 


: 
O Rode % fe ods % Y 
Sa Lessee 


CTOBER 28, 1954 will be recorded as one of the 
O memorable days in the records of the Bible 
House in New York. Long before the appointed hour 
of three in the afternoon, the members of the Board 
of Managers and their friends had begun to arrive to 
greet Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother of England. 

As the Queen entered the Board Room on the sec- 
ond floor, the congregation rose and sang “‘Faith of 
Our Fathers.” Treasurer Darlington then spoke on 
the theme ‘‘The King James Version of the Bible Is 
the World’s Outstanding Book.” He said: 


The American Bible Society and the forty-one million 
friends who support it owe a great debt of gratitude to the 
Crown and people of England for the King James Ver- 
sion of the Bible. Authorized, published and appointed to 
be read in churches in the language of the people in 1611 
by King James I of England and VI of Scotland, this mag- 
nificent translation of the Bible has been the most pub- 
lished, the most sought-after and the most carefully read 
book in the history of the world. Of the 460,000,000 Bibles, 
Testaments and Portions published by the American Bible 
Society since 1816, 275,000,000 have been in the King 
James Version. Of the 15,149,000 volumes of the Scrip- 
tures issued by the Society in 1953, over 8,000,000 were in 
the King James Version. 

Not only the American Bible Society but every Amer- 
ican citizen owes a great debt to the Crown and people of 
England for the King James Version of the Bible. No book 
has had a greater influence on our history or on our ideals. 
This Bible that I hold in my hand is the first English Bible 
published in this country by Robert Aitken in 1782. Of 
course, it is in the King James Version. It bears on the leaf 
after the title page the resolution of the Congress of the 
United States “recommending this edition of the Bible to 


Secretary North explains to the Queen the globe showing 
the hundreds of languages in which the 
Screptures are translated 
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the inhabitants of the United States,’ and Congress au- 
thorized that this resolution be so included. It is the only 
religious book that has beenso recommended and approved: 
by Congress. Quotations from it are found on our Liberty 
Bell, on our public buildings, in the speeches of George 
W ashington, Abraham Lincoln and many other great 
leaders throughout our history and in our literature. Its) 
influence is present in our homes, in our cemeteries, where! 
lie our hallowed dead, and in our hearts and lives. Last 
year one commercial firm in the United States published| 
and distributed 1,700,000 copies of the Bible in the King. 
James Version. These volumes were in addition to those) 
published by the American Bible Society and other Bible 
publishers. : 

Not only our country but the whole world owes a debt! 
to the Crown and the people of England for the King} 
James Version of the Bible, because the people of England, } 
who have had this precious gift for over three centuries, 
have done so much to share it with others. Six months ago) 
Your Majesty graced with your presence the one hundred) 
and fiftieth anniversary of the British and Foreign Bible} 
Society in London. This celebration, attended by repre-| 
sentatives of many lands, rejoiced in the translation and 
publication of the Bible or some portion of it into over 825) 
languages and dialects. No other nation has done so much to. 
give to so many people the Word of God in their own) 
tongues. Itisan achievement unparalleled in human history. | 

We also wish to thank you for what you and your fam-! 
ily have done to testify to the value of the Word of God. 
Your Majesty was present both when a copy of the King’ 
James Version of the Bible was presented to your husband, 
George VI, and when again one was presented to your 
daughter, Queen Elizabeth II, as ‘the most valuable thing 
this world affords.’ Millions of our people who on tele- 
vision saw your daughter receive at her Coronation a Bible 
as ‘the Wisdom, ‘the royal Law,’ ‘the Oracles of God,’ had 
their faith thereby renewed in the priceless heritage of 
freedom, of brotherhood, of righteousness and justice under 
God, that all those w ho follow His Holy Word and the 
Gospel of His Son know to be the only sure salvation for 
our present world problems. 

For all these things we thank you and your people and 
pray that you and your country will, by God’s help, al- 
ways enjoy the peace and security that you so justly de- 
serve. 


Secretary North then read Isaiah 40:3-8 and Mat- 
thew 7:24-29, after which Secretary Taylor spoke 
briefly on the ene ‘The Supreme Contribution of 
the King James Version to the Anglo-American Heri- 
tage of Religious Freedom.” Dr. Taylor said: 


There are many forces which unite the English-speak- 
ing world, but the greatest of these is the bond of the Book. 
Because the words of this Book permeate our laws, our cus- 
toms and our thinking, we have like ideals. The Bible is the 
fountain of our love of religious freedom, our respect for 
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. rights of the individual and our desire to walk in the 
ay of Jesus Christ Our Lord. Together we recognize that 
e laws of God endure forever. Knowing this, we can 
ever be deceived by the false prophets of today who teach 
ere is no moral law. We know that any nation which de- 
ies the existence of the laws of God and makes the state 
preme prepares the way for its own doom. This wisdom 
our common heritage. 

We extend our thanks to you for the great contribu- 
ons of kings and queens of your land in giving us this 
ook, and for the continuing allegiance of the Crown to the 
ible. Many people in the United States were deeply 
oved when the Bible was presented to Queen Elizabeth 
t her Coronation service with the words: 


“Here is Wisdom; This is the royal Law; 


2HESE ARE THE LIVELY ORACLES OF GOD.” 


Je know that as long as the Bible is for us the “‘lively 
racles of God,” our nations can neither be separate nor 
estroyed. We rejoice in our bond in the Book. 
Together, even in these difficult times, we can know 
ner peace and serenity in our mutual knowledge that 
ithe Word of our God shall stand forever.’ His laws and 
is Book cannot be destroyed. We are His people, and the 
ges belong to Him. 


Dr. Daniel Burke, President of the Society, then 
resented Her Majesty with a copy of the King 
ames Version on which was inscribed these words: 


Presented to 

HER MAJESTY 

- QUEEN ELIZABETH THE QUEEN MOTHER 

| in gratitude for te } 

world’s most popular and sought-after 
VERSION OF THE BIBLE 

Pe authorized and published by 

KING JAMES lof ENGLANDand VI of SCOTLAND 

a | in 1611 : 
in the language of the people 

and approved to be read in churches 
enshrining in its printed pages 

THE ONLY SURE FOUNDATION 

FOR ENDURING WORLD JUSTICE AND PEACE 


On accepting the Bible, Her Majesty said: 


Dr. Burke, it gives me the greatest pleasure to accept 
is Bible from your hand as a gift from the American 
ible Society. The work that you are doing in collabora- 
ion with the British and Foreign Bible Society, whose one 
undred and fiftieth anniversary I attended recently in 
ondon, is an inspiration to Christian people everywhere. 
can truly say that the King and I found great comfort 
nd strength from our reading of the Bible. Thank you 
ery much indeed. 


: While the assembled guests sang from the hymn, 
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*““O Word of God Incarnate,” the Officers of the 
Society escorted the Queen Mother to her car. 

Before Her Majesty entered the Board Room the 
Officers of the Society showed her some of the Bible 
exhibits on the first floor of the Bible House. The 
Queen also signed the World Good Will Book and 
was presented with a bouquet of roses by six-year-old 
Elizabeth B. Buckner, granddaughter of ‘Thomas J. 
Watson, head of I.B.M., who was named for the 
Queen Mother’s eldest daughter, Queen Elizabeth 
II, on whose wedding day, November 20, 1947, the 
little girl was born. 


Ta 
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: Queen Victoria and the Bible, 

We find in the Montreal IWitness a pleasing no- 
tice of the private life of the Queen at her resi- 
dence at Balmoral, in Scotland. It was related at 
the Annual Conference of the Evangelical Alliance 
an London, by Me I. A. Wilson, of Aberdeen. 
After allnding to her interest in a ragged school 
‘and poor kirk in that vicinity, and her liberal con- 
tributions tO them, he remarks, “that there was 
not a peor family m Balmoral which had not been 
visited by the royal family, and supplied with 
‘the Scered Scriptures where they did not possess 
them.’ So persons need not be afraid of soiling 
‘their gentility by distributing the Holy Scriptures. 
There are plenty to keep them in countenance in 
‘that good work both at home and abroad. | 


Elizabeth B. Buckner presents the Queen Mother with a 
bouquet of roses provided by members of the 
Board of Managers 


II 


‘T Have a Book Here” 


BY RICHARD H. ELLINGSON 


HAT memorable visits this Record has reported to 

the Bible Society faygily.during the past hun- 
dred years! At even the #iifblest of bemes the man 
with the Book has con@@#1@ Knock af the door, and 
through the Record youfi@iia@sl thave been there, listen- 
ing to his sincere testinf@my:¥ @ have here in my hand 
the Holy Bible, God’s—BGGkr* 

In every state and offen coanty by county, trained 
people are at work digtfabutm@e Scriptures as-repre- 
sentatives of the Bible Reeietve fo these Bible Society 
workers there should) be ad@ed the Home miussion- 
aries themselves, the pastors; the evangelists, Sunday- 
school missionaries, Indian teaders, migrant workers 
—the whole army off cons@érated people who ate 
searching America for souls and miinisterine to for- 
gotten individuals and groups. 

With God’s promises im thétr Hearts and with the 
printed Word in their hatds, these Christian workers 
have ventured forth th®@ughout America, carrying 
God’s Book to all of GO@’s Children: city dwellers 
and those in the hinterland, As you read your Hecord 
you have followed theni With keen interest up and 
down the streets of every American city, out to the 
farm homes, to the migrant Camps, up into Indian 
country. You have been there with them at each 
home, for you have placed @ goodly sttpply of Scrip- 
tures in their hands—Biblés, Vestaments and Por- 
tions of the Bible in Englishjand Spanish and Freneh 
and German and a hundred and seventy-five @ther 
languages used in the United States. 

Here is a man who needed Italian.{His mame is 
Frank Cerrone, a good friend of the Bible Sotiety for 
many years. Listen to his story told in. broken Enelish: 
“T am sending $2 to your great Christian institution, 
paying a small interest of a great loan, way back 
October, 1903, when an old ladyin-New York station 
put in my hand the Gospel oft ehn, ‘Tt was. the 
beginning of finding the way #@ my Saviout, “fees 
Christ” 

One hundred years ago ocean-going steamers car- 
riéd Immigrants slowly to their new home in this 
country, But always there, at the foot of the ship’s 
gangway, was the man with the Book, greeting the 
newcomers to America with the Scriptures in their 
own language, often giving them a New Testament 
with both English and their native tongue in parallel 
columns. tiers could be no better welcome-greeting 
for these eager readers than ‘“The Good News” in a 
language they could read and understand. Today 
immigrants arrive even by plane, and arrangements 
are under way to make the Scriptures available also 
to those landing, not only at the docks but on the 
airports of this newly adopted homeland. 

Although it is difficult to minister to the two 
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million migrants who move across America annuall 
during the harvest season, the American Bible So} 
ciety has provided the Scriptures through whic! 
many have been led to Christ. A migrant supervisor 
notin@-am-increasing interest in Christianity, has this 
to say; “In case after casethe interest stemmed fro 
a Gospel } portion or a xew testament received by tha 
misrant a year, three, or-eveniive years before. Tha 
majority of these decisions gréw from migrants’ read! 
ing-of God’s Word in them own language and from 
them humble efforts to amderstand His truth. This 
miracié is a demonstration on¢e again that the Gos} 
pel stillas=the power of-God gnto salvation.’ ” 
iever-since 1 first erant of Bibles to the Navy in 
1820. the American Bible Society has freely suppliea 
military chaplains with all the acriptur es needed fox 
tei men. More than thirtysajne million volumes 
have been provided to service mcn during crises 0 
Our nation s history. Last vear 4501,145 volumes ‘ 
ihe Scriptures were siven to chaplains by the Society 
for free distribution, Fhis essential phase of the So: 
ciety s work ts well told in = ihe\Whole Armor,” 
20-minute, 16min sound fimi-im olor, available te 
churches without charee from alfthe District offices 
listed on page 27. Phis Alm shows clearly how im 
portant it is that every chaplain Have an adequat 
Supply of Scriptures to equip @veny man with th 
offensive weapon in the armor of God. 
“I have here in my hand a Boll. through whic 
the Lord can Visit you.” Sometimes\it is a small 64 
page Gospel which the hospital chaplain offers, eas 
for a sick person to hold. Sometimes it is a larg 
Gospel or Psalms with sight-saving type for elderly 


peopic, Always it is greatly appreciated and avidly 
read by the sieknetetheleastapy hospitalizec 
veterans. . 

Sometimes the book enters into a locked cell, 


Liansterred from the hands ofja prison chaplain inte 
the scrtttiaone who desparately needs the Chris 


Mr. and Mrs. Ole Johnson are here shown in what was 
in 1910 a very advanced form of colportage 


JANUARY 195 


seeks. Fortunately the city missionary is able often 
turn such a man from the-error of his ways and 
m a course that would surely lead to prison by 
‘ing him the Book that alone can lead a rebellious 
art into the very presence of God. But how much 
ter it would be if we gave the Bible to these 
ople earlier in their lives, if we provided the Book 
jall our young people “in the days of their youth, 
fore the evil days draw nigh.”’ Everyone who reads 

s article can well afford to purchase and give the 
sok to one or more young people with the encour- 
ement to read it daily. There is no missionary 
portunity more important than the youth of our 
ad, and there is no book better for young people 
an the Book of God that you and I delight to hold 
ith in our hands. 
or the past hundred twenty years the Society has 
fered the Bible to every blind person in America. 
day a Braille Bible requires twenty large volumes 
d costs $60. ‘There were 51,748 of these volumes 
id Talking Book records of the Bible called for in 
53, more than in any previous year; and for the 
pst part these were supplied to the blind at a frac- 
of their cost. One of the finest films produced by 
p Society dramatically portrays this work. Entitled 
hy Word Giveth Light,” this 20-minute, 16mm 
ior film can be booked by churches, without rental 
arge, from any of the District offices. (See page 27.) 
As the Record reports, twice during the Society’s 
tory has a nationwide effort been made to supply 
hole Bibles for every Bibleless home. Of recent 
ars such efforts have been statewide or citywide 
a rotating basis, so that every section of the 
ntry might be covered periodically. These distribu- 
n programs have been highly successful in increas- 
y the number of volumes distributed. It is hearten- 
to know that nearly ten million Americans 
ached out last year to accept this greatest of all 
oks from the American Bible Society. 

-“T have a Book here,” says a Negro distributor 

the soft, sweet accents of his race. He is talking to 
e of his own kind. But the Negro does not form a 
-cial group as far as the Scriptures are concerned, 
ept that the Bible is often the only book this 
ople has. In it lies their hope, and from it they 
tinue to derive their faith. Since 1860 the Record 
s been reporting the Society’s work among Ne- 
bes, a work which since 1901 has been organized 
der a special Agency. 
Ina single recent year the Society budgeted 
8,070, and with those funds distributed over half 
illion volumes of the Scriptures among the Col- 
d people of the country. 

he presence in America of half the world’s Jews 
ers a unique opportunity and responsibility. This 
ople may be led from one familiar section of the 
ble to another, from the Old Testament to the New. 
Among those seeking to Christianize the Jew there 
general agreement that the Scriptures in the 
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ancient language of these people, as well as in the 
language of their adopted country, is the central 
necessity. 


(Continued on page 26) 


Acquainting his neighbor with the best Book there is 


Millions of copies of the Scriptures have been distributed 
through the years to hospital patients 


A colporteur visits an isolated home in Arizona 
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The Hartford Courant, the oldest newspaper of continuous 
publication in the United States, sends its warm congratu- 
lations to the Bible Society Record on the occasion of the 
Record’s centenary. May it find, as The Courant, commenc- 
ing its hundred ninetieth year, has found, that a publica- 
tion’s youthful vigor may increase with the passing of the 
years. WiLu1AM J. Foote, The Hartford Courant 

PR Bn NES aE 

It is inspiriting to note that during the years of continuous 
publication of your Record more than 400,000,000 copies of the 
Bible have been distributed throughout the world. It is obvious 
that this monumental effort to the education of the peoples of the 
world has been the little leaven that has helped to leaven the 
whole lump. Certainly there is a quickening of interest throughout 
the nation in the Bible and the realization that the progress of 
mankind must rest upon widest possible knowledge of the funda- 
mentals of the Christian religion. 

James Wricut Brown, Editor and Publisher 
ea eek 

Only Heaven will tell the many souls who were inspired 
by this organ of the American Bible Society to support a 
larger program for the dissemination of the inspired Word. 
Fortunate indeed are the publications of this world which 
can look back upon such a work, the results of which will 
be written in the terms of immortal souls in the Book of 
Life. ADOLF F. MEYER, American Lutheran 

pee ee ee aS 

Best wishes as you enter your second century of good work in 
encouraging continuing and greater interest in the Scriptures. 

Basi, L. WALTERS, Chicago Daily News 
eA eS 

Heartiest congratulations to the Bible Society Record as it 
begins its hundredth year. Yours is a work for great good, 
and may it continue to thrive and expand over the next 


hundred years! Cuet Suaw, Newsweek 
Se 


Any publication that has been issued for a hundred 
years certainly deserves congratulations and we offer you 
ours. May one of my successors be writing one of yours 
in 2055! Rosert R. Enpicorr, Family Circle Magazine 

AOS EEE, 

The Bible Society Record has performed a wonderful edu- 
cational service in giving wider distribution to the great stories 
and teachings of the Bible. As it enters its hundredth year, I would 
hike to take this opportunity to extend congratulations on its dis- 
tinguished work and send best wishes for the second hundred pears. 

WuirTeLaw Rerp, New York Herald Tribune 


a 
When you start around the world be sure to use your 
Bible Society Record. . . . lts news of faraway places is always 


triumphant and challenging, but it swings doors wide for 
American travelers as well as unlocking our minds to the 
world’s need of the Word. 
JULIETTE MATHER, Southern Baptist Women’s Publications 
—> 
The work that has been done by this Society and its publication, 
the Bible Society Record, is a magnificent demonstration of the 
power of the living Word. 
WixuiaM I. Nicuoxs, This Week Magazine 
—~<—— 
Every good wish to the Bible Society Record for an in- 
creasingly fruitful future! You have rendered notable 
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service for one hundred years in the worldwide distribu, 


tion and reading of the Holy Scriptures. § 
DeWitt Wa tce, Reader's Diges 
————e Se 


In a world torn by hatred, the Bible Society Record deserve: 
enthusiastic praise on its one hundredth annwwersary. It is a notable 
service to have carried the message of the Prince of Peace through- 
out the past century. As civilization comes to the end of the roag 
barred by the cobalt bomb, it is being forced to listen. 


Guy Emory SHIPLER, The Churchman 


EE — | 
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What a remarkable record—100 years of continuous 
publication! ... Greetings and congratulations to the 
Bible Society Record as it enters upon its second century 6 
service. ... Surely the world needs “‘the wider distribution 
and use of the Holy Scriptures”’ as much now as in 18164 
when the American Bible Society was founded. 

Dona.p C. Bo.tes, .Vational Council Outlook 
See ee 


Man’s hard-won and cherished freedoms are under severe pres 
sure in these troubled days, and every voice is needed that can be 
marshaled on the side of our sacred liberties. The Bible Society 
Record, which encourages the freedom of worship, is such @ 
voice. May it flourish in its second century! 

ARTHUR Hays SULZBERGER, The New York Times 
pe ETE Te See 


Congratulations and prayers for richest blessings as you 
observe the centennial of the Bible Society Record—so spler 
didly representative of a truly extraordinary service. 

Jor WiLrarp Krecker, The Telescope-Messenge 
= ee 

The Holy Bible has been, is, and always will be the transce 
dent guide to men, nations and civilizations. . . . For one hundrea 
years the Bible Society Record has worked toward this end. 
May its future be as bright and as fruitful as this century @ 
dedication so richly deserves. PALMER Hoyt, The Denver Post 

et ne ee 

I would like to congratulate the American Bible So 
ciety on the occasion of the centennial year of its maga 
zine. You have done great work, and the need for youl 
work is more apparent now than ever before. I hope you 
will continue to encourage the reading of the Bible, not 
only in our own country but throughout the world. 

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT 
a | 

Congratulations on your centennial. I trust that this is the 

beginning of another hundred years of your excellent work. | 
Epwarp C. Bursk, Harvard Business Revieu 

Congratulations on your wonderful achievements. Your 
accomplishments are worldwide, and that is out of t 
ordinary. Keep up the good work, and God bless you. 

M. M. Levanp, The Wichita Beacon 

ee ba ee 

My heartiest congratulations to the Bible Society Record a: 
at enters its hundredth year of splendid public service. It is ver 
reassuring, and particularly so in these troubled days, that the 
Record continues successfully to carry forward the constructive 
work to which it has so long been dedicated. 


Ben Hipps, The Saturday Evening Post 
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here is no higher journalistic objective than the dis- 
ination of the Word of God. The Bible Society Record 
rendered yeoman service in this field for one hundred 
s. May the Lord richly bless her next century as 
ndantly as her last! 


James DeForest Murcu, United Evangelical Action 
— 


our century of publishing good news about the Good 

s is the occasion for heartiest congratulations, and 

ers and good wishes for “‘many happy returns’’ in the 

ing centuries. Roy ScHREINER, The Church Advocate 
2 ee eee 


ay the Record enjoy many years of faithful and fruitful 
we as it seeks to distribute the Word of God and to exhort 
le everywhere to read it for its life-giving message and testi- 
to the living Word. 
WILLIAM J. JONES, American Sunday School Union 
2 a 


he Editors of the National Geographic Magazine desire to 
with the thousands of friends and admirers of the 
erican Bible Society, its Officers and the Editors of the 
Society Record in congratulatory felicitations upon the 
dredth anniversary of its distinguished worldwide 
k. JOHN OLIVER LAGorcE, National Geographic Magazine 
= os See ee 

e have followed with the greatest gratitude the con- 
ous service of the Bible Society Record to the enlighten- 
t of human thinking through wider dissemination of 
Bible. ... We are confident that your second century 
offer even more successful opportunity for service. 


Erwin D. Canuam, The Christian Science Monitor 
—————— 


shall always remember a day now long gone by, when 
father first gave me a copy of the publication of the 


, in one form or another, it has always been in our 

e—and, more, in our hands, and its message in our 

ts. ... Like the Book it honors, the Record has been a 

cher of righteousness and love. 

Wes.ey Boyp, Primitive Methodist Journal 
pms 2+ oF Stet ss 


our one hundred years devoted to the diffusion of intelligence 

ning the Bible, to the awakening of interest in it, and a 

ssful distribution of 400 million volumes of Scripture 1s a 

dational contribution to human progress and merits universal 

and congratulations. 

Marcettus Murpvock, The Wichita Eagle 
~— 


1 this period of turmoil, religious faith stands as one 
eedom’s strongest bulwarks. In this regard the Ameri- 
Bible Society and your fine publication are performing 
al function in heightening the faith of the nation. We 
“iwanis International salute you, and we wish you 
inued success. 
Cuares W. Keysor, The Kiwanis Magazine 
bis eS ee 
n its hundredth birthday the Bible Society Record deserves 
+ because it is venerable, and the sincere appreciation of 
stians everywhere because it 1s valuable. 
=e - Rosert J. Capican, Presbyterian Life 
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erican Bible Society to read. Through more than fifty » 


We would like to offer our congratulations on the 
hundredth anniversary of the Bible Society Record—a unique 
publication which obviously meets an important need in 
American publishing. We hope that your next century 
may be as successful as the last. 


Joun Fiscuer, Harper's Magazine 
———“—— 


The directors of this journal of the American Bible Society may 
be justifiably proud of the fact that it is the oldest continuously 
published house organ in the United States. But more important 
are its tremendous contributions, since its inception, to the cause of 
Christianity and to a wider reading of the Holy Scriptures through- 
out the world. My congratulations on an outstanding record of 
past achievement, and my sincere best wishes to all those currently 
engaged in charting the course of Bible Society Record in its 
continuing contributions to humanity. 

Roy W. Howarp, Scripps-Howard Newspapers 
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Let me congratulate the Brble Society Record upon the 
occasion of the hundredth anniversary of the establishment 
of this historic journal. One needs to stretch the imagina- 
tion to comprehend the wide reaches of the influence of 
such a journal over a century of American history... . 


Lin D. Cartwricut, The Christian-Evangelist 
— Oo 


I am glad to send you a word of greeting for this, the centennial 
of the Bible Society Record, the oldest continuously published 
house organ in the country, furthering as it does the work of the 
American Bible Society, and dedicated to the wider distribution 
and use of the Holy Scriptures. It has an established place in the 
Christian world. SUMNER BLossom, The American Magazine 

Ce eae, 

No more thrilling news can be conveyed than that 
which the Bible Society Record reports of the sending of the 
Word of God throughout the nations of the earth. You are 
a great force in behalf of Christian unity, because all 
Christians unite in the desire to use and distribute the 
Holy Scriptures. 

BenyJAMIN P. BRowNE, American Baptist Publication Society 

—— 


I note that the January 1955 issue of this house organ of the 
American Bible Society will begin the one hundredth year of publi- 
cation. Please accept my sincere congratulatons and best wishes 

Ernest V. Heyn, The American Weekly 


eS Seri OE, 

As the Bible Society Record goes into a new century of 
service, we of the YWCA, who are also celebrating a 
centennial—the birth of the YWCA in the world in 1855— 
send our appreciation for all that the Record has done to 
further the great teachings on which our movement is 


founded. 
Mrs. Epwarp W. Macy, Young Women’s Christian Association 
2 


Those who appreciate the importance of giving the Word of 
God to peoples in their own language are thankful to God for the 
outstanding work of the American Bible Society.... We pray 
that God will continue to bless this important work with expanding 
fields of service in the future. 

SvERRE TorGERSON, The Lutheran Messenger 
(Continued on page 27) 
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Every Man in His Own longue 
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From its beginning the Bible Society Record has been reporting on the Society's work in the field of Buble 
translation. Rather than attempt a review of this vast and rapidly expanding work, it seems more appropriate 
to present a partial view of the work as it progresses at the time when the 

Record is entering its second century of reporting 


BY MARGARET T. HILLS 


Tt was for the Delaware and Mohawk Indians that 
the American Bible Society first published Scrip- 
tures in languages other than English. The Society’s 
interest in the natives of its homeland has not 
slackened—the most recent New ‘Testament manu- 
script sent to the printer was the Navajo New ‘Testa- 
ment. Although some Cherokee Scriptures are sold 
annually in the Southern highlands, and the Mo- 
hawks of Brooklyn, New York and the Caughnawaga 
reservation in Canada use their own beautiful lan- 
guage for worship as well as for oral and written 
communication, most of the Eastern Indians now use 
English. But the nearly 75,000 Navajos, the largest 
and most flourishing current Indian group, still are 
most effectively reached in their own tongue. This 
presents a real problem, since as it is one of the most 
difficult languages in the world, missionaries would 
rather try to reach the Indians through English. But 
a man thinks and “‘feels” in his mother tongue and 
cannot fully react to great but new spiritual concepts 
unless they are expressed in that mother tongue. 
Some missionaries, 
particularly in the 
Presbyterian and 
Christian Reformed 
groups, have been 
struggling with the 
language for many 
years, and the Gospel 
of Mark and the Book 
Di Grenesis were 
printed tentatively in 
Pea Weee Lae 1917 <ap= 
peared ‘‘God Bizad”’ 
(God’s Book), con- 
taining several Old 
and New ‘Testament 
Books, to which was 
added, in a reprint of 
1935, The Acts, trans- 
iaecmeby the Rev. 
Leonard P. Brink. 
Meanwhile the Indi- 
an Bureau had _ be- 
come convinced of the 
value of approaching 
the Indian through 
his native tongue, and 
experts devised a new 


16 


In 1936, with the move to the Park Avenue building, 


and Library staff consisted of three persons 


orthography. A Roman Catholic missionary had alse 
devised a still different system. About this time the 
Wycliffe Bible Translators had sent workers into t € 
Navajo area. After months of careful checking and 
rechecking, revising and more revising, the manu 
script was sent to the printer in October of 1954. Rea 
efforts to teach the Indians to read their own la 
guage are being made. From literacy in one’s OWE 
language the step to learning to speak and read in and 
other is not so difficult. The publication of the Testa4 
ment will be a very rich tool for the missionaries work4 
ing among this fine group of native Americans. 4 
similar story could be told in many other areas ag 
publication of translations advances from first Gospels 
to complete New Testaments and whole Bibles. 
Literacy must go along with translation and with 
teaching the W ord. Translators must live with the 
people so that they can learn the fine shades 
meaning of the language, as well as the intricate 
grammar and ways of thinking and expression 
Wonderful translations have been made in the pas 
by Judson, Eliot} 
VanDyck, Dwight} 
Morrison and others 
but not all would-be 
translators are so gift 
ed. In most instancg 
a young missionary I 
sent to a new area 
with no knowledge of 
the language ani 
with little prepara 
tion in linguistics @& 
anthropology. T 
American Bible Sod 
ety has felt that par} 
of its mission is to giv 
some guidance to sucll 
people in the way @ 
sharing the experil 
ence of other translaj 
tors and so avoid yeart 
of trial and error. Ty 
this end in 1943 Rey 
Eugene A. Nida wah 
added to the Society} 
staff. In addition t¢ 
graduate work in Ney 
Testament studie 
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In 1954, the Librarian and her assistant, researchers, proofreaders, Translation Depart- 
ment personnel make the same room a beehive of activity 


and linguistics, his experience as a missionary in 
exico and as an instructor at the Summer Institute 
of Linguistics (a school established especially for 
people planning to be missionary translators) pre- 
pared Dr. Nida to deal with some of the problems 
he new translator faces. It had already become evi- 
dent that the complexities of orthography and idio- 
atic translation could not be adequately dealt with 
ough correspondence from New York. 
Dr. Nida has therefore found it very valuable to 
isit missionaries on the field, where local speakers 
an be called on to produce naturally the sounds that 
puzzle foreign ears and where the translation can be 
tried out and discussed with the people themselves. 
his is of immense value to the workers concerned 
and provides the Secretary with more background, 
on the basis of which other translators can be assisted. 
But missionaries are never satisfied with one visit and 
ant more and longer ones. An assistant to Dr. 
Nida, Rev. G. Henry Waterman, is now on a two- 
ear visit to the Philippines, where several transla- 
ion and revision projects are under way. In Mexico 
the Bible Society is using the part-time services of a 
consultant and will this year have a full-time worker 
in South America. A quarterly, The Bible Translator, 
has been published since 1950 especially for transla- 
tors by the Translations Sub-Committee of the 
United Bible Societies and is giving valuable aid. 
Plans are also under way to provide additional 
printed helps for translators; for the ordinary Bible 
commentary is slanted for the English student and 
makes little reference to the sort of problems that arise 
in relation to the Greek, when one undertakes to put 
that text into another language. Dr. Nida has written 
several books on the subject, but more help is needed. 
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It takes a long time for some 
of these translation projects to 
reach publication, for a mis- 
sionary is seldom assigned sole- 
ly to the task of translation but 
must attend to many other 
aspects of his work, during 
which, however, he is con- 
stantly increasing his knowl- 
edge of the people and their 
speech. 

To start around the globe 
and list areas in which the 
American Bible Society is cur- 
rently interested, one need only 
stop off at Haiti, where it is 
hoped a new translation of the 
New Testament can be pre- 
pared in the Haitian Creole 
tongue and also in a simple 
form of French. The people 
speak Creole, but are taught 
French in school and want to 
learn it because of its “‘pres- 
tige.”? But the difficult grammar of French creates a 
barrier. On the other hand, the pride of the French in 
their own literature makes it difficult to find a French- 
man who will admit that his language can be simpli- 
fied and still be adequate to express the Bible text. 

In Mexico several translations of the entire New 
Testament are undergoing final polishing before 
publication. Among them are the Chol, which will be 
the product of three translators with differing gifts 
united for a growing Church; the Tzeltal, the work of 
a devoted and able young woman; the ‘Tarascan, the 
work of a family who have “lived Tarascan’”’ for 
years; and the Totonac. Many other Indian groups 
in Mexico live in areas where they have little or no 
use of Spanish and can be reached only through their 
own tongue. A New Testament will be issued early 
in 1955 in Conob (Guatemala). Moving south, we 
come to the San Blas Indians, off the coast of Panama, 
where the peopie themselves are working on their 
own translation. A number of translation projects are 
developing in Colombia, Ecuador and Peru, while in 
Brazil a revision of the old D’Almeida Portuguese 
Bible is making steady progress. This is an illustra- 
tion of something that is happening in many regions. 

Languages change as they move from continent to 
continent—change in the meaning of words, in gram- 
matical forms and in pronunciation. Also many 
governments, particularly in Europe, demand changes 
in orthographies from time to time. Thus the govern- 
ment of Brazil uses a different orthography from that 
used in Portugal, and that in Portugal has been con- 
siderably changed from that in use in the eighteenth 
century, when the D’Almeida Version was first pub- 
lished. This is why a Brazilian revision is needed, and 
(Continued on page 26) 
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120 Years of Service for the Blind 


In which the Society has distributed nearly half a million embossed volumes and Talking Book records 


BY>S.:R. UGH BARRE 


T was over twenty years before Volume I, No. 1 of 
] the Bible Society Record appeared that the Society 
began its work for the blind. 

It has been said that what Gutenberg with his 
printing press accomplished for the sighted, Louis 
Braille with his system of raised dots in relief did for 
the blind, not only giving them books to read for 
themselves but at the same time a medium for writing. 


A sister and her brothers, all blind, reading their Braille 
volume supplied by the Society 


However, the first Bible ever to be printed for the 
sightless was not in Braille, the system most widely 
known today. 

The Bible Society began its pioneer work for the 
blind in June 1833, when it was recorded in the 
Board of Managers’ minutes that according to the 
census “‘there were at least 5,385 blind persons in the 
United States”’ (325,000 are now reported), and stat- 
ing that “it is the duty of the Society to provide an 
edition of the entire New Testament for their use as 
soon as a system of printing is settled.” 

In the spring of 1835 Samuel G. Howe, the Amer- 
ican pioneer worker for the blind, made the “long, 
arduous trip” from Boston to New York. He had 
developed a system of raised letters for the sightless, 
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and his mission was to present to the Board of 
Managers of the Bible Society his invention. He 
brought with him two blind persons to demonstrate 
how his system could be read, whereupon the first 
Bible for the blind was born—the Line Letter Bible. 

There were constant efforts to simplify, condense 
and improve embossed printing. 

In 1894, when another pioneer worker for the 
blind, William B. Wait, had developed a raised-dot 
system called the New York Point, the Bible Society 
began the printing of another Bible for the sightless. 

For eighty years embossing was on only one side of 
the sheet. But Mr. Wait perfected the New York 
Point Bipage (two-side printing), which greatly re- 
duced the bulk and cost, and the Bible was produced 
in this form as a further aid to blind readers. 

Then in 1911, when American Braille was being 
taught in the schools for the blind, the Society began 
the printing of the Bible in this system. 

As one system supplanted another, the blind had to 
start all over again if they would read current litera- 
ture, for books embossed in former systems became 
useless to new readers. 

After the First World War, when blind soldiers, 
sailors and marines were being taught the Revised 
Braille, the Bible was published in this system, which 
is the one most widely used today. 

For those unable to read the small raised dots the 
Society offers the Moon Bible, a modified raised- 
letter system; and for those unable to read any sys- 
tem with their fingertips, the entire Bible on 170 
Talking Book records brings joy and comfort to count- 
less thousands. 

The one-hundredth anniversary of the Society’s 
work for the blind was celebrated in 1935, and the 
December issue that year, whose cover appears on 
page 19 reported the celebration. Not discernible 
in the picture are the words, ‘“Thy word is a lamp,” 
which were embossed at the top and bottom of each 
cover in the Moon, the Line Letter, the New York 
Point and the Braille, respectively. 

The centennial year of the work for the blind re- 
ported 117,000 embossed volumes sent out in 31 lan- 
guages and systems during the century. At the end 
of 1954 so rapidly had the work expanded, that in 
but two more decades the figure had grown to nearly 
500,000 volumes and Talking Book records in 38 
languages and systems. 

While a Braille Bible (20 volumes) costs $60, a 
Moon Bible (58 volumes) over $200, and a Talking 
Book Bible (170 records) $170, the Society offers all 
of its embossed volumes and Talking Book records 


JANUARY 1955 


lirect to the blind at a very small fraction of their 
jost—25 cents each; and when one is unable to meet 
jven this special price, the books are furnished as an 
jutright gift. 

How did the Society make known to the thousands 
f those in physical darkness that the Word of God 
was available for them in a form which they could 
fead for themselves? And how was the Bible Society 
tble to tell its friends about the needs of the blind 
round the world and to secure aid to meet the 
ounting costs of each new edition of the Bible for 
tngertip readers?—Principally through issues of the 
Bible Society Record! 
| Through the years the Record has carried quota- 
tons from the many letters of gratitude coming con- 
inually from the blind to the Bible House. Thus have 
he blind not only spoken words of encouragement to 
{ther blind persons to whom these quotations have 
veen read, but they have moved hundreds of the 
ghted to make generous contributions to this gra- 
ious phase of the Society’s work. Such sentiments of 
ratefulness were seldom expressed better than by a 
jlind recipient who recently wrote: 
| “It is a splendid thing that demand and supply can 
e brought together so effectively through an organ- 
zation such as yours. One does not stop to realize 
me service that is being performed until he has an 
portunity to see its workings among the growing 
ousands of sightless ones.”’ 


AKING friends for the Bible Society is easy, for 
the minute anyone knows the work of the So- 
iety he becomes its friend. Few people can resist the 
insome simplicity of this organization which since 
816 has humbly and effectively gone about its task 
f placing the Bible in the hands, hearts and lives of 
eople all over the world. 
Through the years the Society has been faced with 
e problem of its Secretaries becoming so ardent in 
e work that a few have broken their health. The 
10st difficult rule to enforce in the Society is the one 
at states every Secretary must take an annual vaca- 
on. Only three months ago one committee of the 
oard of Managers had to force a man to take a two 
yecks’ rest because his physician had ordered it. ‘The 
an had not taken a vacation in six years. 
This devotion extends beyond the Secretarial group. 
Jearly all foreign missionaries who have seen the 
ociety at work are ardent supporters of the Amer- 
an Bible Society. Families who have known the 
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The cover of the Bible Society Record for December 19385, 
marking the centennial of the Societys work for the blind 


Making Friends for the American 
Bible Society 


ByerO bik ls TAY LOR 


work through the years will continue supporting the 
Society from generation to generation. Often three 
and sometimes four generations of a family are Life 
Members at the same time. Anyone who opens the 
mail of the Society is made humble before the ob- 
vious examples of sacrificial giving to sacs forth the 
Word of God. 

It is indeed true that to know the Bible Society is 
to love it. Making friends for the Society, therefore, 
involves only letting more people know about its 
great work, 

Through the years the Secretaries of the Society 
have prayed, worked and planned with the hope that 
no one in the U.S.A. would ever again say, ““Now tell 
me, just what is the American Bible Society?” The 
size of this uninformed group is still far too large, but 
thanks to an effective publicity program it is growing 
smaller every year. 

The spearhead in this educational program has 
been the Bible Society Record. Its phenomenal increase 


in circulation can be attributed only in part to effec- 
tive editing. The big reason is the deep interest of 
people in the Bible. Aiding in the increase in readers 
of the Bible Society: Record has been the annual Seal 
Campaign of the Society. Starting seventeen years 
ago when only a few organizations were sending out 
seals, this program has grown each year. It is still 
unique in that it is a spiritual campaign using the 
techniques usually associated with organizations 
whose concern, however laudable, is for only the 
health or material welfare of the individual. Through 
the Seal Campaign about 60,000 new Bible Society 
friends are added to the membership roll every year. 

Another vital factor has been the work of Francis 
Carr Stifler, who will retire early this year after nine- 
teen years of telling people about the Bible and the 
work of the Bible Society. He was one of the early 
religious broadcasters and is today one of the most 
respected men in the field. Week after week he has 
presented fresh and fascinating material about the 


The Society's permanent exhibit at the American Baptist 
Assembly, Green Lake, Wisconsin 


translation, publication, distribution and use of the 
Bible. Two of his series of broadcasts, ‘‘Everyman’s 
Book” and ‘The Bible Speaks to You,” have been 
published in book form. Dr. Stifler has also edited the 
Bible Society Record, the Board of Managers’ Report, 
the Annual’ Report and other publications of the 
Society. At the same time he has written an average 
of five articles a month for church and secular jour- 
nals and has sent out periodic news releases. 

Today news about the American Bible Society ap- 
pears at regular intervals in religious journals, news- 
papers, national magazines, on radio and television. 
The Officers of the Bible Society are deeply grateful 
to the hundreds of editors throughout the nation who 
recognize the interest of the American people in the 
Bible and in news about the Bible Society. The 
Society seeks to present its work with reverence 
for the Word of God. In nearly every case editors 
have respected this desire and have handled Bible 
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Society news stories with accuracy, understanding 
and dignity. 

Visual materials have also played an important 
part. In recent years the Society has moved from the 
old stereoptican slides to filmstrips and motion pic- 
tures. The greatest achievement is the new feature- 
length film, “Our Bible—How It Came to Us.” It 
tells not of the work of the Bible Society but of the 
history of the Bible. Because it fills a vital need in the 
educational program of the Churches, it, too, will be 
making more friends for the Bible Society. 

The same can be said of the far-reaching program, 
“Worldwide Bible Reading,’ from Thanksgiving 
until Christmas each year. It was started as Nation- 
wide Bible Reading in 1944 to fill a need for encour- 
agement of Bible reading and met with overwhelming 
acceptance. Today it reaches into thirty-eight na- 
tions, its bookmarks of reading selections attain a 
distribution of over 15,000,000 a year and the selec- 
tions are reprinted in various periodicals at least 
another 20,000,000 times. 


In 1953 for the first time, television films of haan 


Bible readings were prepared, and these were used 
by over 95 television stations. As the Record went to 
press requests were pouring in for the 1954 series. 
Much has been done, but much, much more needs 
to be done. There are still millions of Americans who 
do not know of the work of their Bible Society. Even 
church members who help support its work by gifts 
through their denominational benevolences do not 
know their Bible Society. Incredible as it may seem, 


some ministers still ask, “‘What does the American 


Bible Society do?” 


So the Bible Society must continue to make more 
friends. It has a great story to tell, for it is the account — 
of God at work in the world. People everywhere re-_ 


ceive the Scriptures in their own language with pa- 


thetic eagerness. They hunger to possess their own — 


copies of God’s Word. Thousands of Americans pray, 
give and work that the Bible may go to all people 


everywhere. Here is encouraging news in a distraught — 


world. The story must be told and retold. 
The program of telling it is limited by a lack of 
funds. Only a small part of the Bible Society budget 


can be used for publicity. Daily television clips of. 


Bible readings would be widely shown if the money 
were available to produce them and offer them to 
stations. Unfortunately there is no money for this 
project. A series of thirteen television presentations, 
each fifteen minutes in length, would be used on a 
national network right now if the Society had $50,000 
to produce the program. The offer had to be refused. 


—— 


Today only about 325,000 Americans send an 


annual gift to the Society. This is over 300,000 more 
than contributed twenty years ago, but it is still far 
short of what it should be. To do its work the Amer- 
ican Bible Society should have at least a million 
members—they can be secured if enough people 
know about the work of our beloved Bible Society. 
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A Report to the Churches 


The Advisory Council consisted of about fifteen delegates in 1922,— 


its third meeting. Among the Officers of the Society shown in the picture 


1 Dr. Frank H. Mann, who served the Society in one capacity or another for thirty-five years and whose untimely death was reported in 
4 the last issue of the Record. He ts seen at the extreme left in the back row 


HE title of this article might be a subtitle for the 
A Bible Society Record. For to a large degree that is 
just what the Record, through all its years, has been— 
a report to the Churches. 
The American Bible Society was formed by leaders 
f the American Churches 139 years ago. It became 
the first interchurch cooperative enterprise in Amer- 
ica. From its inception the Society has depended 
upon the Churches for its support. This support has 
come in various ways. It has come through head- 
quarters grants from the denominations. It has come 
through an annua! denominational collection. It has 
come from gifts made by local congregations. It has 
come from individual members of churches. But, 
however it has come, it has been the Churches that 
have kept the Bible Society alive and growing through 
the years. There have been few “‘friendly citizens” to 
depend upon: this is a term once adopted by another 
great Christian cooperative program, which budgeted 


no small part of its anticipated support from people 
outside the Churches, only to find that there were 
almost no such people ready to assist. 

The church-people of America are the Bible-read- 
ing people. Bible-reading people are Bible-sharing 
people. People who want to share the Bible have 
found no better way to do so than through the Bible 
Society. So the Bible Society has become the Agency 
of the Churches of America for getting the Bible 
effectively to the people of the world who might 
otherwise never possess a Bible. 

The Bible Society Record has been faithfully report- 
ing to the members of the Churches through the years 
what has been done with their gifts. As their gifts 
have increased the work has expanded. When emer- 
gencies arose, the gifts of the Churches increased to 
meet them. This was notably so when the nations 
were engulfed in the two world wars. In the contin- 
uing emergency confronting the world since 1945 the 


More than fifty delegates attended 


No Officers of the Society except President Burke (fourth from the left, seated) appear in the Advisory Council picture of 1953. 
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Record reports a growing support from year to year 
—never enough, however, to meet the pressing needs 
that appear on every hand. 

Since 1919 the Society has invited to the Bible 
House in the fall of each year representative leaders 
of the Churches to review the work of the past year 
and the budget proposals for the year ahead. ‘This 
group, called the Advisory Council, has published 
its findings in the Bible Society Record each year, com- 
mending the Society’s program. Its report for the 
1954 meeting will appear in the next issue. 

The periodicals of the Churches have continuously 
through the years reprinted articles appearing in the 
Record, and their editors have furnished copy for its 
pages. Through the Bible Society Record one denom- 


ination has learned from another what programs an d 
processes have helped their people to realize the 
world’s need for the Bible, how the need can be made! 
more widely known and more quickly and adequate 
ly met. In recent years these exchanges of experience 
have been particularly fruitful in encouraging the! 
use of the Scriptures in evangelism. } 

Nowhere in American Church-life can there be 
found a closer and more cordial relationship than 
that between the Churches and their Bible Societ 
This has been accomplished largely through the 
regular reporting to the Churches of their commo 
responsibility for translating, publishing and distri 
uting the Scriptures, as it is found on the pages of t 
Bible Society Record. 
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Getting the Word to the People 


(Continued from page 7) 


the Society in its own plant to publish in 1947 150,000 
Japanese Bibles of 1,696 pages, weighing almost three 
pounds each, on a rotary press, and to forward them so 
promptly to Japan. Up to that date the 440,000 pounds 
of Bible paper used in this edition was the largest amount 
of paper ever used in one edition of a Bible anywhere in 
the world. From 1923 to 1954 issues have averaged about 
7,000,000 copies yearly, as compared with 250,000 a year 
from 1816 to 1852 and 1,200,000 a year from 1852 to 1923. 

In recent years the Society has made contracts on a 
competitive basis with over forty printing and binding 
plants in many parts of the United States. In this way it 
has been possible to keep costs low, while at the same time 
maintaining good-quality Scriptures that will give satis- 
factory use for many years to come. It is possible for the 
Society to publish more of its foreign-language Scriptures 
in the United States, but the experience of over a century 
in publishing on the foreign field proves that, while the 
quality may not always be quite as good, the costs generally 
are lower; and in case of war or political or economic 
isolation there is a much better chance to continue the 
publication of Scriptures overseas free from certain 
foreign prejudices that might make the living Seed less 
acceptable if it bore the label ‘Printed in the United 
States of America.” 

It is therefore a long growth from a Depository with a 
floor 9x12 feet in size to the new Depository of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society at Courtland Avenue in New York 
City with 18,000 feet of floor space, at present holding 
109,614 Bibles, 313,334 Testaments, 1,171,105 Portions 
and 8,537 embossed volumes and 27,594 talking records 
for the blind, not counting the large stocks of Scriptures in 
manufacturing plants in eleven states. Many times as 
much in quantity and in dollar value is held in these out- 
side plants than at the New York Depository, to say noth- 
ing of the stock held overseas. 

The American Bible Society is also safeguarding Scrip- 
tures for Bible Societies in other lands in case of their in- 
ability to produce the Scriptures they need, due to war or 
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political difficulties. As only one third of the people in t 
world can read, the bridges of the future must be able to 
convey an even greater volume of printed Scriptures andi 
talking records in more and more languages and dialectst 
to keep pace with the output of the secular press and the 
air waves of the future. | 


In addition to the New Bible House, pictured below, located at 
450 Park Avenue, the Society rents an entire floor in a large build- 
ing at 440 Fourth Avenue and owns a warehouse for storage and 
shipping purposes, uptoren in the Bronx, located at 
867 Courtland Avenue. 
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Resolutions 


T was the last day of the year. When the big hand 
and the little hand of the clock reached twelve, 
would be the New Year. 
The Duncan family were eating dinner, and Daddy 
as telling Sally and Robert some of his plans. ‘‘I 
uink [ll make some good resolutions, and maybe 
bu can help me keep them.’’—‘‘Do you make good 
ssolutions in the shop?”? Robert wanted to know. 
e was only six; but Sally, who was ten, said, ‘‘Rob- 
t, resolutions are something you make in your 
ead. You decide to do something and that is a 
ssolution.”? Mother laughed, ‘‘Yes, that is it. But we 
ten forget to remember. Resolutions are easily 
iade and sometimes difficult to keep.” 
Grandmother was visiting over the holidays, and 
e had something to add: “‘I wish I had a penny for 
1 I have made and broken, but the important 
ing is to make them and then try to keep them. It 
ukes practice.’’ Robert had been listening carefully. 
ou mean like putting my toys away at night, 
fother?” —‘“‘Yes,”” Mother answered him, “that 
rould be a good resolution.” —‘“‘That will be my 
psolution, then,’’ Robert said. 
“1 think I have one for all of us,” Mother spoke. 
I want us all to read the Bible more carefully this 
ear. Daddy and I will read some every evening, 
nd we will all listen with our hearts.” —‘*‘As a man 
inks in his heart, so is he,’’? Grandmother added, 
and if we all think about these things they become 
part of us.” 
Daddy had his resolution ready. “T am going to 
ut my tools away in the shop and not leave them 
ying around, as I often do when I am in a hurry.” 
“Grandmother, what is your resolution?” Sally 
yanted to know. ‘‘Well,” Grandmother smiled at her 
randdaughter, ‘“‘I am going to save all the pennies, 
ickels and dimes I have left in-my purse after I 
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shop for my groceries.” —‘‘Are you going to buy me 
a bicycle, Grandmother?’’—‘‘No, Bob, this is a reso- 
lution I make and keep every year.’’—‘‘Why?” Sally 
asked.—‘‘When I was a little girl living in Ken- 
tucky,’? Grandmother answered, ‘‘I wanted to learn 
to read. We lived a long way from the school, and I 
could not go every day. We didn’t have many books, 
but mother had a Bible. I remember the Bible came 
from the American Bible Society. I would sit in the 
kitchen and read to my mother, and she would help 
me with the difficult words. When I grew up I went 
to college, and because I was able to read so well, 
my college years were happy. I have never forgotten 
that much happiness in my life came to me because 
of a Bible the Society sent to the hills of Kentucky.” 

“This year,” Grandmother continued, “the maga- 
zine, the Bible Soctety Record, is one hundred years old. 
I am sending them a special gift for each year.” 
Mother spoke up, ‘“‘You do send regular donations 
for the Bible Society, don’t you?” Grandmother 
nodded, ‘“‘So did my parents before me. The Bible 
Society resolved almost one hundred and forty years 
ago to ask all Christian people to help them get a 
Bible into everyone’s hands and hearts. They have 
kept that resolution.’’ Grandmother looked at Sally 
and Robert. Sally asked, ‘““This is a special resolu- 
tion, isn’t it, Grandmother?” Robert chimed in, 
“Can it be my resolution too?” Grandmother 
smiled, ‘‘If you add your gifts to mine, we can help 
send more Bibles. You can be the fourth generation 
in our family to give regularly to the Bible Society.” 

After father and mother left for the watch-night 
service at the church, the children went to bed. 
Grandmother sat reading her Bible. Five minutes be- 
for the clock-hands were at twelve, she woke the 
children. They sat up in bed and listened to the 
bells. ‘Happy New Year, Grandmother!’ Robert 
said, and then he was asleep again. But Sally and 
her Grandmother (for Sally was ten, you remember), 
sat and listened to all the bells and whistles. Then 
Sally whispered, ‘‘We’ll keep our resolutions, won’t 
we??? and Grandmother twinkled at her and nodded, 
“Yes, darling, we’ll keep them, and a great work 
will be helped because of our resolutions.” 


I am only one, 

But still I am one; 

I cannot do everything, 

But still I can do something; 

And because I cannot do everything, 

I will not refuse to do the something 

that I can do. EDWARD EVERETT HALE 
POCCOOOP 
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Not Dreamed of in 1855 


BY HENRY HARRIS RAGATZ 


Early use of motion pictures in mission field (date and lo- 
cation unknown). The projector was hand-cranked, and 
carbide gas was used for illumination 


N the general area of what we now call education 
I and publicity the Officers of the Bible Society 
must have faced perplexing problems in the ten-year 
period from 1850 to 1860. It was apparent that the 
enlarging program of Scripture distribution, with its 
attendant problems, had outgrown the small Bible 
House on Nassau Street. 

Industry was expanding. There were factories as 
far west as Ohio. The farm frontier had crossed the 
Mississippi. Gold had been discovered in California 
and was soon to be found in Colorado. Great masses 
of population were on the move. The railroad had 
crossed the Alleghenies and penetrated the West as 
far as Wheeling. Congress authorized the survey of a 
possible route for a railroad to link the east and 
west coasts. In the midst of prosperity came the panic 
of 1857. Slavery was the political issue, and many 
prophesied civil war as the inevitable result. 

Then as now the Society’s policies and programs 
were sensitive to such influences. A new field of Bible 
Society work was opened in California in 1849 and 

eight years later in Colorado. In 1853 the Society’s 
headquarters were moved into a new six-story Bible 
House on Astor Place. It was then the largest build- 
ing in New York City in terms of floor space and 
was to stand for a full century. 

The already extensive foreign field was further 
enlarged by work started in six Central American 
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countries and the Canal Zone in 1852, Venezuela 
1854 and Uruguay in 1857. The work among t 
Colored people was started in 1860. 

It was a time for far vision and bold dreams, and: 
was in this climate of expansion that Volume On 
Number One of the Bible Society Record was issue! 
in 1855. The hand-written or printed page was the 
the only medium for mass communication reachi 
beyond the range of the human voice. What 
dreamed-of developments were to come during t 
following century! 

Twenty-one years later, at the Centennial E 
position at Philadelphia in 1876, there was dem 
strated the first successful telephone. bree 
years later, more than a million telephones were 1 
use! The Record was twenty-four years old before t 
first practical electric light was developed, and thir 
years old before a telegram could be sent from Ney 
York to Philadelphia. 

Somewhere along the years the art of photographi 
and the technique of picture reproduction w 
developed. It is interesting to note that the 191 
edition of the Record, commemorating one hundr 
years of American Bible Society work, had only ont 
picture—the front cover. Not until forty years afte 
the first issue did a motion picture flicker across 
public screen, impressing all as a novel but quit 
useless means of mass amusement. In 1927 tht 
motion picture developed a voice to accompany it 
image and became a potent public influence. : 

The first commercial radio broadcast was made bi 
WWJ from Detroit in 1920. There were smeaay 


Secretary Stifler “on the atr? 
broadcasts made during the past sixteen years 


during one of his many 
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sible Society broadcasts over local stations, starting 
IS early as 1934, but in 1938 the Society went on the 
ur with its first regularly-scheduled and continuing 
adio programs. It has been “‘on the air’ ever since. 

There is some doubt as to when glass stereopticon 
lides were first used. Surely the Secretaries and 
missionaries were using them in lectures early in the 
resent century. By the 1920’s the Society was cir- 
ulating sets of slides accompanied with lecture 
manuscripts. By 1940 this medium reached its peak, 
vith hundreds of sets being kept in almost constant 
irculation. There is no longer call for this material; 
nrecent years the filmstrip, with or without recorded 
ound, has come into wide demand. 

During the past seventy-five years at least, and 
srobably longer, the Society’s exhibits have been 
placed in, large conventions, both secular and reli- 
ious. This year the Society was represented thus at 
5 national conventions. In addition, exhibits were 
laced in an estimated 100 state meetings. 
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WORLDWIDE BIBLE R DIN 


The Universal Bible Sunday Poster for 1954 


The first instance of a religious motion picture 
eing used on the foreign-mission field dates back 
t least thirty years. Films used were not produced 
y the Society. As early as 1935 motion pictures 
ere taken of Bible Society work on the home mission 
ield, to be later shown in churches. In 1938 a twenty- 
minute silent film with titles was made; it was shown 
everal hundred times. By 1945 the Society had 
produced and was distributing one silent and two 
16mm sound-motion pictures. The Visual Materials 
Department was established in that year. 

At present this Department is distributing approx- 
mately 850 prints of seven sound-motion pictures. 
Three are in color and are loaned free. All are avail- 
ible from American Bible Society offices, and many 
srints are distributed by selected film libraries and 
tumerous denominational publishing houses. Some 
we available to chaplains for the Armed Forces 
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through official channels. The free-loan pictures may 
be borrowed from public libraries in several cities. 
Prints have been placed in the hands of missionaries 
in foreign lands, Foreign Agencies of the American 
Bible Society and offices of other Bible Societies. 
The latest picture, ‘‘Our Bible—How It Came to 
Us,” is regarded by many as the outstanding 
religious film of our day. ~ 

Seasonally, Worldwide Bible Reading and Univer- 


Scene from the Societys popular and dramatic motion prc- 
ture, ““Thy Word Giveth Light” 


sal Bible Sunday are observed by millions of people 
in many countries. Materials are used in church 
services, newspapers, magazines and by radio and 
television stations. In 1953 over fifteen million book- 
marks with daily readings were distributed in forty 
countries; in the United States at least ninety tele- 
vision stations used one-minute daily Bible-reading 
films from Thanksgiving to Christmas. Scarcely a 
week passes without some aspect of the work being 
shown on television. It is estimated that well over a 
hundred stations would use daily Bible-reading films 
the year round, if the Society could supply them free. 
Think of the people who thus might be reached! 
How many television sets are behind doors inacces- 
sible to the colporteur, or which would not be opened 
to his knock! Carried on the ether waves, it is 
literally true that ‘‘. . . the word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword.” 

Thus is the story told far and wide in 1955, but 
most—if not all!—of these techniques were un- 
dreamed-of in 1855. The Record, one hundred years 
old this issue, is a vital link in the present program 
of education and publicity. It was the first and, in 
some instances and circumstances, is still the most 
powerful of our modern media for mass communica- 
tion. One of the wonders of our age is that it is im- 
possible for us even to dream of the opportunities 
the Society will have in 2055. This we may know: 
the American Bible Society will continue to use 
every means at its disposal to take the Bible to every 
man in his own language! 


25 


Every Man in His Own Tongue 


(Continued from page 17) 


also why there has just been completed a revision of 
the Valera Spanish Bible, first published in 1602. In 
the Spanish Bible changes have been made in spell- 
ing, vocabulary and punctuation. Other old and be- 
loved versions that need some similar adaptation to 
current usage are the Modern Armenian and the 
Arabic. Ways and means are still being sought to 
work these out. 

In Africa, especially in Liberia, new translation 
work is in active progress, and some of the earlier 
translations are being revised. In these cases the 
need for revision is due to the fact that the first trans- 
lations were often made by men just learning the 
language, and were aided by Africans who did not 
yet fully understand the Christian message. Now the 
missionaries know the languages better, and there 
are now Christian speakers who are fully capable of 
giving much more valuable assistance. ‘This is partic- 
ularly true in the Tshwa Bible (Transvaal and Mo- 
zambique), just being printed, the Luba-Lulua or 
Chiluba (Belgian Congo) and the Bulu (Cameroun.) 

Much the same is true of the Thai revision, in 
which a Thai scholar is doing the basic work under 
the supervision of several missionaries, all to be revised 
by a committee of Thai Christians and missionaries. 

In the Pacific Islands and the Philippines similar 
things are happening. The Gilbert Islands Bible has 
just been revised by a missionary and several Gil- 
bertese pastors. 

In Japan also, at Easter the new Kogotai Bible is 
to be published. The Japanese Version of 1887 was 
the work of missionaries of only some twenty years’ 
residence in the land, aided by Japanese men of 
letters. ‘The revised New Testament of 1917 was an 
improvement, but there were still complaints that 
the style of the translation was too involved and 
literary to be readily understandable by the ordinary 
person. During World War II a committee of 
Japanese scholars worked constantly on a revision of 
the Old Testament, still on the old style; but after 
the war, when it was admitted that the language had 
changed a good deal, the Japan Bible Society de- 
cided that the time was ripe to prepare a more collo- 
quial version (called the Kogotai); and a fresh com- 
mittee, entirely of Japanese, began the work. The 
New Testament was printed in April of 1954. 

It was during the nineteenth century that the Bible 
was translated into such an amazing number of lan- 
guages; but in all countries, and in not just ‘‘mission- 
ary areas,” revision and fresh translation is taking 
place, not only because of language changes but also 
of the great advances in Biblical scholarship. Some 
part of the Bible has been published in more than 
1,000 “un-Bibled” tongues, and the number grows 
every year and will continue to do so for many years 
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yet. The revisions in “Bibled” languages will also — 
continue in order that men may more deeply and 
truly hear God speak to “‘every man in his own 
tongue.” 


“T Have book b ere. 


(Continued from page 13) 


For such work the Bible Society has these Scrip- 
tures available. There is a Hebrew-English parallel 
Old Testament in addition to Old Testaments and 
certain Portions of the New (The Gospels, The Acts) 
in ancient Hebrew. There are Hebrew and Judeo- 
Spanish Old Testaments and Pentateuchs available. 

In Yiddish there are New Testaments and Gospel 
portions; in addition, there is a Yiddish-English 
parallel-column Gospel of Matthew. This latter has 
been used most effectively in the approach to the 
Jewish inquirer. 


Since 1820 chaplains have been greeting our men in the 

nation’s Armed Services with the cheery words, “I have a 

Book here.” They have done it in times of both peace and 

war. Thirty-nine million books have thus been placed in 

the hands of young men, and women too, many of whom 
have become devoted Bible readers as a result 


“TI have a Book here”? has been the approach of 
faithful men, reported on these pages through these 
hundred years. But these men have said more than 
that. They have offered more than just another book. 
They have offered salvation through the reading of 
God’s Word. Often they have lingered to enlighten 
and persuade, and countless times they have wit- 
nessed the redemption of a seeking soul. 

These bearers of the Book have been carrying out 
the basic principle of the Society, which is to place 
the Scriptures in the hands of every man on earth 
in a language he can understand; not merely to lift 
his morals and enlighten his mind, but to lead him 
into the saving presence of his Lord. 
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‘ail to the Bible Society Record! Having fully justified its 
sition of leadership down through one hundred years of 
story, may it enter the new century to render a more 
gnificant ministry than even that of the past... . 
RaymonpD M. Vex, Builders 
eee ee ee 
Cordial greetings to the officers and staff of the American Bible 
ciety on the hundredth anniversary of the Bible Society Record. 
hat an important influence the distribution of the Holy Scriptures 
this agency has had upon the entire nation! 
RussELu T. Hirt, Eternity 
ee 
“May I send this word of greeting and congratulation on 
e occasion of the centennial of the Bzble Society Record. 
e of the Presbyterian Tribune are honored by participating 
the same journalistic family, and we can only hope that 
r vitality will be as great as the Record’s. 
Puiturpes P. Evxiott, Presbyterian Tribune 
eet nO 
We rejoice that the Bible Society Record has been priv- 
ged to promote this good cause through the years, and 
voke continued blessing upon this important publica- 
on. It is certainly no misuse of the Scriptures to apply to 
e reading of the Bible Society Record words that refer 
rimarily to the reading of the Word itself: ‘‘Blessed is he 
at readeth,”? Revelation 1:3. 
Epwarp W. Scuramm, Lutheran Standard 
Pegi ers 
The progress of your one hundred years has been the result of 
e vision and faith of some men whose hearts were warm with 
ve for God and who were motivated by a great desire to bless 
manity. OLIVER G. Wixson, The Wesleyan Methodist 
aches rt sen eee 
It is difficult to estimate the blessing which has come 
om this publication, dedicated as it is to furthering the 
ading of the Bible. Not only is it a splendidly edited 
agazine, but it has an appeal all its own. 
O. G. Matain, Lutheran Herald 
ane ee eS 
The Bible has been the Book of Hope and the Bible Society 
ecord, by its attractive format, its strict adherence to all that 
¢ Bible signifies and its alertness to the universal heart hunger 
oy Bible truths, has been ...a valuable instrument both to the 
ciety and to all recipients in extending Bible sales and expanding 
ible influence. Raymonp L. Evie, The United Presbyterian 
eS ge 
A hundred years of promulgating wider distribution 
nd use of the Holy Scriptures is a record of which you 
n be justly proud. Joun S. Knicur, The Detroit Press 
ai Se Se 
Congratulations and best wishes to the Bible Society Record 
s it starts another century. 
a PauL Hutcuinson, The Christian Century 
Bi aps oo 8 ws S 
It must be a source of real satisfaction to look back on 
century of telling the good news about the publication, 
anslation and distribution of the Book that is the best 
ews humanity has ever had. 
: T. Orro Nat, Christian Advocate 
4 a Se 
_ There is perhaps no other publication in America today which 
as done more for the Christian cause around the world than the 
Sible Society Record. Your reporting of the power of the 
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Word of God in terms of lives and souls has no doubt inspired 
millions... . W. S. MoonEyuHaM, Contact 
eee a be 

Your magazine has served a useful function for all of 
Protestantism in consistently calling attention to the great 
task of translating the Bible into the language of all the 
peoples of the earth, and of distributing it in such a manner 
that every man can read in his own tongue the story of 
the wonderful works of God. 

Homes Rorston, The Presbyterian Church, USA 
ee dS eo ee 

Long a reader of Bible Society Record, and admirer of the 
work being done by American Bible Society, may I add my greet- 
ing and best wishes on the occasion of the Record’s centennial 


year. May your publication’s next century of service be even more 


notable! Guy P. Leavitt, The Lookout 
a 
The remarkable success of the American Bible Society 
is a tremendous contribution to the task of the Christian 
Church, and that contribution has been greatly acceler- 
ated by the excellence of the Record, without which many 
would not have known of the extraordinary task in which 
the Society has been engaged. . 
WALTER R. LoveELL, The Star of Xion 
eels ee 
Greetings to the Society and congratulations upon your “‘century 
of progress” with the Record. ... Often I have said that this 
Society, which belongs to all of us, is the most worthy and wisely 
handled of all interdenominational organizations. So we have 
prayed for those who lead this work for us. 
Cari L. Howtanpn, The Free Methodist 
See ele ee 
Greetings to the Bible Society Record as it starts its second 
century. Through the years it has brought the comfort 
and help of the Scriptures to millions and has made the 
poetic beauty, the majestic prose of the Bible and its 
spiritual message of hope and human brotherhood a part 
of the heritage of ourselves and our children. May it 
continue in its great mission. 
CLARA SAVAGE LITTLEDALE, Parents’ Magazine 
a ie ee 
Congratulations to the American Bible Society upon the comple- 
tion of one hundred years of publication of the Bible Society 
Record. The Bible Societies have taken the lead in bringing the 
Bible to the people in their own language. This has been basvc to 
all other aspects of the life of the Church: its worship, its theology, 
its teaching, its missionary outreach, its action in the community. 
Virco E. Foster, International Journal of Religious Education 
$4 5 eee 
It has been the privilege of the Christian Observer to 
support the work of the American Bible Society through- 
out its history. We rejoice therefore in the long life and 
great usefulness of the Bible Society Record and pray for it 
many more years of useful service. Christian Observer 
en hg, ee ee 


Congratulations on the completion of the first one hundred 
years of a great work! ALDEN H. SYPHER, Nation’s Business 


———_—.___—_. 

Through the Record ... you have made a great con- 
tribution to the cause of Christianity and thereby toward 
the salvation of mankind. May your efforts bear still 


richer fruits in the coming century. 
W. P. Hoxssy, The Houston Post 
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Excerpts from the Decades 


(Continued from page 9) 


From THE IssuE OF DECEMBER 1865 


2M yo |yeN ail gle aN 3" 
first verse of the 1st chapter of Genesis in ~ 
from the new type made at the Bible House, 
ew version of Rev. D _Dyck. The 
ed nature of the Arabic type will slightly 
om this specimen. The letter L, for in- 
curs in this verse six times, and yet no 


re precisely alike. 


The Bible in various orthographies has been published 
in Arabic since the 17th century. When a new translation 
was made about one hundred years ago, book printing 
was an undeveloped art in Arabic lands, so the type faces 
were designed from the best Arabic calligraphy at the 
Old Bible House in New York, which was then quite new. 
Because of the close kinship between Arabic and the 
Hebrew original of the Old Testament, competent critics 
have repeatedly declared the 1865 Arabic version to be 
one of the most faithful and yet idiomatic renderings of the 
Scriptures into any tongue of mankind. The Society pub- 
lished in Beirut in 1953 in this version 8,400 Bibles, 3,920 
New Testaments and 55,700 Portions. 


<> 


FRoM THE IssuE oF NOVEMBER 1893 
Siam 


Bangkok, September 21st, 1893 
Last Saturday, the 16th, was a memorable day in the 
history of our work in Siam. The printing that day of copies 
of the Song of Solomon enabled us for the first time to bind 
the entire Holy Scriptures in a single volume. As some 
parts of the Bible were formerly printed in 8vo and some in 
12mo, it was not possible to bind them together. It com- 
forts my heart that we are now able to do so. 
At Cheung Mai the printing of either the Psalms or 
the Acts is about to begin. 
As to French affairs, it is quiet here now, but no one can 
tell what a day may bring forth. 
I am yours fraternally, 
John Carrington. 


> 
FROM THE IssuE or May 1893 
The Columbian Exposition 


The authorities of the Columbian Exposition have 
granted to the American Bible Society space for an exhibit 
in the gallery of the Building of Manufacturers and Liberal 
Arts. Suitable cases have been erected and filled with 
copies of the Holy Scriptures in various languages and 
dialects, that the multitudes who visit the exposition may 
gain an impressive object-lesson concerning the vast extent 
of the Society’s operations. 


Pe - 


FRoM THE IssuE OF SEPTEMBER 1914 
The Board of Managers is deeply moved and distressed 
by the horrors of the war in Europe and deems it fitting to 
give expression to its sympathy for all those of every nation 
who must suffer anguish and bereavement. It is the earnest 
desire of the Society to do whatever it can to help them 
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either directly or through our sister Societies in Europe. 
It directs that copies of this action be transmitted to. 
such Societies as can be reached. 
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FROM THE IssuE OF NOVEMBER 1901 


My dear Dr. Fox: 

-The volumes of the Old Testament, which you sent me 
by the Fall River Line several days ago, came today and 
I want to thank you for them, and for your kind letter I 
can never be grateful enough for the tokens of regard and 
interest that come to me so unexpectedly from friends 
whom I have never seen Their pleasant words make every | 
day of my life blossom with sweetest flowers Will you 
kindly convey my grateful acknowledgements to the 
American Bible Society? They have lent me a helping 
hand when I needed it very much. 

I am studying the Bible in college this year and reading 
it with a delight that increases from day to day Life grows 
richer and Heaven-nearer as God’s great truths unfold 
themselves to me. 

With renewed thanks for your kindness, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 


Hellen Keller 


Cambridge, Mass. 


od 


FROM THE IssuE OF SEPTEMBER 1917 


The White House 
Washington 


U.S.S. Mayflower, 
1 September, 1917 


My dear Doctor Fox: 

I am glad to have an opportu— 
nity to endorse the effort of the 
American Bible Society to procure a 
fund of $400,000 to cover the ex-— 
penses of supplying the men in the 
This is 


Army and Navy with Bibles. 
an object which I am sure all 
Christian people will wish to see 


accomplished. I hope that it may 
be, for the sake of the men who are 
going to the front. They will need 
the support of the only Book from 
which they can get it. 


Cordially and sincerely yours, 
Woodrow Wilson 


<5 —_— 


FROM THE IssuE oF APRIL 1918 
A soldier in the First World War wrote: 


“I am a Swed and kjant writ englis wery good. I thank | 
you for the frenly lether I received today. I am tankfull 
to God, tha I kjan be a stjild of his and my whis es to larn 
to know Him mor to reding my Bibel, and Prayer and ets 
my whis to tell dos tha I met a bout the thro and loving | 
God tha is ebove altings, et is 8 years cens I was conwertet_ 
and during that time found Him to be tru, but pepele 
that hav to lyssen to kassing and swering from morning to” 
nyt, that we mey be the Candel and the Candel stick. 

“Your brother in the Lord.” ; 
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By Soldiers when the need 1s greatest 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 


%. 


By natives and Marines in a Bible Service on Guadalcanal 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
JANUARY 1955 


Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Psalms 1:1-6 16 Sunday, Acts 9:1:22 
2 Sunday, 17 Acts 15:1-12 

Psalms 1hite7 18 Acts 15:13-41 
3 Psalms 18:25-36 19 Acts 16:1-24 
4 Psalms 65:1-13 20 Acts 16:25-40 
5 Psalms 90:1-17 21 Acts 22:1-30 
6 If Corin- 22 Genesis 1:1-31 

thians 4:1-18 23 Sunday, 
7 Isaiah 6:1-8 Genesis 2:1-25 
8 Isaiah 60:1-12 24 Genesis 3:1-24 
9 Sunday, 25 Genesis 4:1-26 

Luke 2:41-52 26 Genesis 25:24-34 

10 Romans 13:1-14 27 Genesis 28:10-22 

11 Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 28 Philippians  1:1-30 

12 Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 29 Philippians 2:1-30 

13° John 1:35-51 30 Sunday, 

14 Mark 1:1-22 Philippians 3:1-21 

15 Matthew 16:13-28 31 Philippians 4:1-23 

* * 


He Never Retires 


When Dr. Hugh Clarence Tucker 
began his work with the American 
Bible Society in 1887 the Bible So- 
ciety Record was running its 32d 
volume. The picture at the right was 
taken in his early days as the Society’s 
Agent in Brazil. His official term of 


By Boy Scouts en route to Tulsa, Oklahoma Jamboree 


service was from 1887 to1934, but the 
years since have been filled with other 
missionary interests in Brazil. As late 
as 1950, when the picture on the left 
was taken, he flew to Rio de Janeiro 
to attend the dedication there of the 
Tucker building of the People’s Cen- 
tral Institute, which he and Mrs. 
Tucker had founded some years 
before. 


= 


Dr. Tucker is still enjoying good 
health in his 98th year, still writing 
articles and delivering lectures. He 
has probably read more copies of the 
Bible Society Record than any other 
living person. 


x * 


“Every Man in His Own Tongue” 


Have you read 
the story under 
this title of the 
WEOUSKanO.e t hie 
American Bible 
Society in the 
December issue 
of the Reader’s 
Digest? It is by 
Don Wharton 
and carries as a subtitle, ‘‘ Highlights 
of the most astonishing publishing 
business of all time.” 


i 
Bia cecne ainsi IE 


* * 


October Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society was held at 
the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New 
York 22, at 3:30 p.m. on October 7, 1954, 
Pres. Daniel Burke, LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Rev. Dr. Alvin A. Ahern. 

The minutes of the fourth stated meet- 
ing of the year, August 5, were approved. 

The resignation of Rey. Dr. Frederick 
C. Grant as a ministerial member of the 
Board and the Versions Committee was 
accepted with deep regret. 

A first copy of the 1954 Worldwide 
Bible Reading bookmark in Braille giving 
thedaily Scripture selections from Thanks- 
giving to Christmas was presented. 

Mr. Garner E. Hoyt was appointed 
Secretary of the Haiti Agency, to begin 
service as early in 1955 as possible. 

The Board authorized a grant of 2,500 
copies of Shilluk Luke to the Malakal 
Bookshop of the American Mission at 
Malakal, Sudan. 

Rev. Samuel F. Nelson was appointed 
Secretary-in-Charge of the Latin Ameri- 
can Colportage Recruitment and Train- 
ing Project as of November 1, 1954. 

Approval was given for the construc- 
tion of an addition to the Philippine 
Bible House which will connect the ware- 
house and the main building. 

Approval was given to the publication 
of 3,000 copies of the Navajo New Testa- 
ment; the publication of the translation 
of Hebrews in Maya if field opinion 
makes it seem desirable; an edition of 500 
copies of the Gospel of Mark in Tzutujil; 
an edition of 1,000 copies of John in 
Tchien with the English text; an edition 
of 2,000 copies of John in Songo-and- 
Portuguese; and the publication of tenta- 
tive editions of Matthew in the Hanlin 
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and Neumaier versions in Truk, 300 
copies each. 

Special tributes were paid to their be- 
loved colleague by Secretary North and 
Treasurer Darlington. 

President Burke read the following let- 
ter received after the visit on October 28 
of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother, to the Bible House: 

WAVE HILL, RIVERDALE, N. Y. 
October 30, 1954 

Dear Dr. BurKE: 

Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother 
asks me to thank you and the officers 
of your Society for the kind welcome 
which you extended to her during the 
visit which she paid to your Head- 
quarters on Thursday. 

Her Majesty is deeply interested in 
all those activities of the American 
Bible Society which you and your col- 
leagues showed and explained to her. 
She was much moved by the Service 
which you led and likewise by your 
thought in presenting her with a Bible. 

Her Majesty desires me to say that 
she wishes you and the Society over 
which you preside every success. 

Yours sincerely, 
WiLuiaM ELLioT 


Rev. Samuel F. Nelson, newly ap- 
pointed Secretary-in-Charge of the Latin 
American Colportage Recruitment and 
Training Program, was introduced to the 
Board. 

It was reported that 52 denominations 
have been invited to send representatives 
to the Advisory Council of the American 
Bible Society meeting at the Bible House 
on Tuesday, November 30 and Wednes- 
day, December 1. 

It was reported that there were dis- 
tributed during the first nine months of 
1954 a total of 31,280 volumes and Talk- 
ing Book records to the blind. 

The Board learned with deep regret of 
the death on October 17 of Mrs. Mar- 
guerite Treat Doane, an Honorary Life 
Member of the Society and long a gen- 
erous donor to the worldwide work of the 
Bible Society. On behalf of the Board, 
Treasurer Darlington was requested to 
send a message of condolence to the mem- 
bers of her family. 

* * 
November Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society was held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, on November 4, 1954 at 
3:30 p.m., President Daniel Burke, 1 ee WY 
in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Mr. John Binns. 

The minutes of the October meeting 
of the Board were approved. 

The President reported the death of 
General Secretary Frank H. Mann on 
October 10, and the following Memorial 
Minute was adopted by a rising vote. 


oh pug 


FRANK H. MANN 


The Board of Managers of the Ameriz 
can Bible Society records with deep sor. 
row the death on October 11, 1954 of 
Frank Hurt Mann, M.A., Litt.D., Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Society. Dr. Mann 
had been identified with the Society for 
thirty-five years, serving as General See. 
retary from 1919 to 1924 and again fro 
1942 until his death. During the interval 
between these terms, while engaged in 
business, he was an active member of th 
Board of Managers, serving as Chairman 
of the Finance Committee, and in 1937 
elected a Vice President of the Society. } 

Always a missionary at heart, Dr} 
Mann, following his graduate studies at} 
Hampton-Sidney College, conducted 1 
mission school in Virginia and lang 
served as a Secretary of the YMCA mg 
Havana, Cuba. During his earlier careé | 
he was a Secretary of the Charity Organ-$ 
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ization of New York City and was promi | 
nent in Sunday-school and City Mission} 
work. During the First World War he 
served in the Field Artillery, Camp | 
Zachary Taylor, advancing to First Lie 1-} 
tenant. if 
Dr. Marn was a devoted churchman,} 
a Presbyterian and for twenty years ang 
elder of the Rye Presbyterian Church} 
Rye, New York, and also Sunday-school 
superintendent there for ten years. i | 
He was the beloved elder statesman 
among his colleagues at the Bible House,} 
where his wisdom, experience and seren- ) 
ity combined to make him a tower of 
strength and an unfailing guide. "| 
His long association with the leadingg 
churchmen of the country endeared him 
to them and created a nationwide spir u 
of good will for the work of the Socie i 
Dr. Mann’s place in the Society’s life 
will never be filled, but the continuing® 
influence of his long and consecrated 
service will simplify the labors of those} 
who take up the tasks he so devotedly 
performed. | 
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WE REGRET 


Hundreds of pastors and others — 
who ordered supplies for the 
celebration of Worldwide Bible 
Reading and Universal Bible 
Sunday never received their 
materials. They were destroyed 
in the Chicago flood which oc- 
curred just at the time that 


thousands of the P gears were 


put in the mails there. 


We regret that except in those 
cases where the post office re- 
turned labels from the damaged 
parcels or complaints came from 
those whose material had not 
arrived as expected, there was 
no way of ascertaining who was 
disappointed. 


| 
| 
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Associate Secretary, Promotion Dept. 
Rev. A. Paul Wright 
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TERM—1951 To 1955 
ur Y. Meeker 
ry N. Holmes* 
inald’S. Wareham~ 
. Harry W. Rosengrant ° 


TERM—1952 ro 1956 
James T. Van Steenbergh 
John J. Leu 
Everett Smith 
Albert J. Passage 
O. A. Sardeson 
Carl E. Holmes 
Edmund S. Hawley 
Charies C. Parlin 
Willis H. Booth 
George F. Gentes 


3. J. Rex Van Gorder Walter L. Mitchell, Jr. 


Prof. Edwin E. Calverley, Ph.D. 
Rev. James P. Gillespie, D.D. 
Rey. A. L. Warnshuis, D.D. 


. Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D. 
. John Sutherland Bonnell, D.D. 
. Mark A. Dawber, D.D. 


mm—New York, Connecticut 
Rev. John W. Osberg, 116 South Salina St., Syracuse 2, N. Y. 
ic—Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey 
Rey. G. G. Dilworth, D.D., 701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa. 
ryland—Maryland and District of Columbia 

Rev. E. C. Powers, D.D., 9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2, Md. 
hh Atlantic—Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina 

Rey. I. S. McElroy, Jr., Central Nat. Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va. 
hern—Georgia, So. Carolina, Florida, Tenn., Alabama, Miss. 
Rev. B. H. Smith, 85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga. 
ral—Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky 
Rev. G. B. Cameron, 123 East 6th Street, Cincinnati 2, Ohio 


anta—Georgia, So. Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Tenn. 
Rev. D. H. Stanton, D.D., 56 Gammon Ave., S. E., Atlanta, Ga. 
mond—No. Carolina, Virginia, W. Va., D. C., Maryland 
Rev. K. L. Brazil, 10 West Leigh St., Richmond 20, Va. 


7, Walter J. Lake, 1504 Arrott Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
. Thomas T. Holloway, 307 Baptist Building, Dallas 1, Texas 


cago 7, Illinois—35 E. Wacker Drive...-...-+++++++0+-> 


eed Texas —2233 Bryan’ Street. - cb swe seeee peters eer esse ener eres eeees 
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TERM—1954 To 1958 
Stetson Baker 
Jobn Binns 
C_ L. Hsia, Ph.D: 
Mrs. Stephen L. Angell 
Wallace D. McLean 
Ford Stewart 
Mrs. Norman Vincent Peale 
Roscoe C. Edlund 
Ellis L. Phillips, Jr. 
Randolph H. Brownell 
Raymond T. Parrot 
Henry G. Raab 2 


TERM—1953 To 1957 
Orrin R. Judd 
Ward Melville 
Edward H. Hume, M.D. 
C..E, Leavers 
Harry Hodges 
H. A. Clinkunbroomer 
H. R. Bowler 
Robert R. Diefendorf 
Mrs. Jesse M. Bader 
Eugene Exman 
John .H. Ryder 
Manuel E. Kulukundis 


Ministerial Members of the Board 


Rev. Alvin A. Ahern, Ph.D. 
Rev. J. W. Decker, D.D. 
Bishop Frederick B. Newell 


Rev. Channing H. Tobias, D.D. 
Rev. Edgar F. Romig, D.D. 
Rey. Bruce Manning Metzger, Ph.D. 


In the United States—Districts and Depositories 


District and Division Secretaries 


Northwestern—Illinois, Towa, Missouri, Wis., Minn., N. Dak., S. Dak. 
Rev. Carl W. Larson, 47 South 9th St., Minneapolis 2, Minn. 


Southwestern—Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana 
Rey. Frank W. Langham, D.D., 2233 Bryan St., Dallas 4, Tex. 


Rocky Mt.—Colo., Neb., Kan., Utah, Wyo., Mont., Idaho, N. Mex., Ariz. 
Rey. Richard E. West, 1445 Glenarm Place, Denver 2, Colo. 


Pacific—Northern California, Washington, Ore., Nevada, Alaska, Hawaii 
Rev. R. W. Bayless, D.D., 224 McAllister St., San Francisco 2, Calif. 


Southern California—Ten Southernmost Counties of California 
Rey. James Z. Nettinga, Th.D., 164 North Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 1, Calif. ' 


Divisions of the Haven Memorial Agency among the Colored People of the United States 


Cleveland—Ohio, Pa., N. Y., N. J., Del., Mich., Ind., IIl., Mo., Ky. 
Rev. V. CG. Hodges, D.D., 5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio 

Dallas—Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas 

2233 Bryan St., Dallas 4, Tex. 


Field Secretaries 


Rey. Ivan L. Bennett, 539 Washington Bldg., 1435 G Street, N.W., 
Washington 5, D. C. 


Rey. Richard J. Dosker, D.D., 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


Depositories—To Which Orders for Scriptures Should Be Sent 


p York City 22—Bible House, 450 Park Avenue......--++-++ssseeer eect erees 
nS, Georgia—85 Walton St... 3.6.02. scee eee e seers et es tees e terete cen sees 


N. Dak., S. Dak., Neb., Kan. 
ai Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana 
Wash., Ore., Calif., Nevada, Alaska, Hawaii 


st Indies—Rev. J. Gonzales Molina, Ph.D., Neptuno 
629, Havana, Cuba 

ico—Sr. H. T. Marroquin, Sociedad Biblica Ameri- 
cana, Apartado 1373, Mexico D. F., Mexico. 
tral America—Jacob W. Limkemann, Bible House, 
- Box J, Cristébal, Canal Zone 

lombia-Venezuela Agency—Rey. Kenneth Bystrom, 
_ Apartado 222, Caracas 

rth Andean—John H. Twentyman, Apartado 448, 
’ Giron Camand, 836, Lima, Peru 
ile-Bolivia—Rev. D. C. Brackenridge, Casilla 784, 
- Santiago, Chile 


Foreign Agencies 


La Plata—Rev. Charles W. Turner, Ph.D., Calle 
Parana 140, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Brazil Bible Society—Rev. Ewaldo Alves, General Sec- 
retary, 133-135 Rua Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro 

Latin America Colportage—Rey. Samuel F. Nelson, 
Ph.D., 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y, 

Bible Lands Agency, North—Mtr. F. Lyman MacCallum, 
Bible House, P.O. Box 186, Istanbul, Turkey 
Bible Lands Agency, South—Rev. James M. Roe, POs 

Box 724, 62 Sharia Ibrahim Pasha, Cairo, Egypt 
Philippines—Rev. W. H. Fonger, Bible House 636, 
Isaac Peral, Manila 


Thailand—Rev. Peter A. Voth, 150 Sathorn Rd., 


Bangkok 
Hong Kong—Rev. Douglas Lancashire, 304 Gloucester 
Bldg. 


Overseas Chinese—Rev. Ralph Mortensen, P. O. Box 7, 
Kojimachi, Tokyo 

Japan Bible Society—Mr. T. Miyakoda, General Secre- 
tary, Bible House, Tokyo Kyobashi, P.O. Box 6, 
Tokyo 

Korean Bible Society—Rev. Young Bin Im, General 
Secretary, 65-10, 2-KA, Ul Chiro Chung-Ku, Seoul 

Liberia—Mr. Loren Nussbaum, Box 39, Monrovia 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


ne--Rev. Hammond I. Peterson, 19 Pine St., Portland 4 
» Hampshire—Edward A. Dame, 24 Warren St., Concord 
rmont—Rev. John L. Gregory, 189 South Winooski Ave., Burlington 
ssachusetts—Rev. Robert W. Coe, D.D., 41. Bromfield St., Boston 8 
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Connecticut—Rev. John W. Osberg, 210 Pearl St., Hartford 3 
Rhode Istand—Rev. Arthur B. Mercer, 144 Westminster St., Providence 3 
Maryland—Rev. E. C. Powers, D.D., 9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore 2 


HOW TO MAKE YOUR DOLLARS 
GO TWICE AS FAR 


Invest them in American Bible Society Annuity Agreements 


where they lead a double life of good 


The dollars you put into American Bible Society 

Annuity Agreements do double duty. Invested 
for you in wisely selected, safe securities during your 
lifetime, they bring you a regular, generous, unchang- 
ing, guaranteed income. You get a higher return and 
greater safety than you could probably procure for 
yourself and with none of the inconvenience, expense 


and worry of managing your own investments. 


After you are gone, your dollars live on, helping 
in the great work of translating the Scriptures 
into all languages, in cooperation with all denomina- 
tions. They are also distributed by native colporteurs 


and by missionaries, wherever the need exists. 


Thanks to your part in this work, New Testaments 
are at all times available to chaplains for free dis- 


tribution to spiritually hungry men and women in 


our country’s armed forces whever they may be. 


You can live in comfort with a clear conscience when your money is so 

worthily invested! In addition, you also receive certain income-tax exemptions 
> . . e 

So don’t delay. Send for A Gift That Lives which tells how you may both 


give and receive generously. 
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